november 2023

ne snirley INaex

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of shirley

N.BIRD & SON

FREE QUOTES 0121 743 6324

EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

- Small Repairs - Chimney Work
« Flat Roofs - Lead Work
» New Roofs « UPVC Fascia & Soffits
« Ridge Tiles - GRP Flat Roofs
- Small brickwork jobs

building qualiey

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

www.shirleyindex.co.uk delivered FREE to 6200 homes




Advertising Feature

Quality care in Solihull you can trust

When a family is thinking about care for a loved one, they want the
best - they want to know that the care home they choose will put
their loved one’s safety, happiness and wellbeing first.

Blossomfield Grange is managed by award-
winning provider Care UK - one of the UK’s
most highly successful care home operators®
with over 40 years' experience of delivering
high quality care to older people.

Blossomfield Grange stands out from other
care homes with its large apartment-style
living and luxury facilities. The home offers

a choice between two room types, each with
their own ensuite bathrooms, private dining
areas and kitchenettes. Our one bed suites
are ideal for individuals, whilst our companion
suites offer an additional room, perfect for
couples to enjoy as an extra living area.

Living at Blossomfield Grange is all about
quality of life, and we offer tailored care both
for residential residents, as well as those
living with dementia on our specialist memory
care floor. All residents are supported to
continue to enjoy lifelong hobbies and make
new friends, from music sessions to quizzes,
while dancing, exercise classes, yoga and
gardening support residents to stay fit

and active.

Blossomfield Grange is designed with
signage, colour schemes, soft furnishings
and floor coverings all chosen to create a
calm and accessible home from home.

The dementia suite also includes extra items
to aid reminiscence and create a sensory
and engaging space. We also have our own

café bistro, hair salon and large established
gardens, enabling all residents to enjoy
a fulfilling lifestyle.

Blossomfield Grange care home
1 Worcester Way (Off Dog Kennel Lane),
Solihull B90 4JX

01213149906
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

Join us for our upcoming event

Dementia cafe

First Monday of every month,
10.30am - 12 noon

Aimed at those living with dementia
and their loved ones, you'll have the
opportunity to meet other people,
share experiences, take part in our fun
activities, and get advice and support.

*As rated by the Care Quality Commission in England and the Care Inspectorate in Scotland.



useful services

» . Rightio Plumbing &
~ Heating 0121206 3761

We work in
Shirley, Shelly Green, OUR SERVICES

Cheswick Green,
Earlswood & all . ..
surrounding areas v/ Boiler Servicing

v/ Radiators & Pipes
Vv Fast Response Toilets & Taps

Vv All Work Guaranteed Leaks & Bursts
V Flexible Appointment Times

v Boiler Breakdowns

Showers

Clearing Blockages

»12Month <[l» OAP <l » 1-2Hour < ]

guarantee Discount Emergency . Pipework Replacement
onlabour! [ Speak to Response safe Gas Safe Certified

! imel
Excludes blockages us today time!

650921

QUICK RESPONSE WITHIN TE HOUR!

e Plumbing & heating * Radiators & controls
e Bathroom installation & tiling ® Leaks, taps, sinks
e Burst, overflow pipes ¢ Electric showers

e Immersion heaters ¢ Blocked sinks, toilet repairs
e Vented, unvented cylinders ‘
safe

e Boiler repairs & installation

EMERGENCY PLUMBING CALL OUT
CARD PAYMENTS ACCEPTED

07440 753962

info@idealplumbingservices.co.uk  www.idealplumbingservices.co.uk




Feeling Festive?
Welcome to the November edition

By the time this arrives Christmas will only
be about 6 weeks away! Check out page
6 to see what local events are coming

up to get you in the festive mood.

You've just about got time to make any last-minute
changes to your home in time for Christmas so
remember to support local businesses as they
really value their customers - we have a great
collection of local fradespeople and businesses
who are local and are looking for your custom.

Here’s hoping the pre-Christmas build up isnt too
hectic and that you find the time to relax, maybe
over a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie!

-

Zoe Reece %
Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

Explire

1
See their eyes
light up

ol

= Iy
ACHIEVE REAL PROGRESS ~
and unlock a love of learning.

ward-winning tuition in centre and enline

E.-l:plu|1.'Iu..|rrl|1'|g.r.1.1.1.|ii.- T . : Call: 0121 647 4395
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[ Locally designed by: hotlobster design Itd Printed by: Norwood Press j

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
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useful services

RE\NE ROOFING AND BUILDING SOLUTIONS

REOFIHE & BUILBING BSLUTIONE

Built on trust and reliability, we have been
in the roofing business for over 30 years

Our services include:

o New slate and tiled roofs ® Repointing

e Flat roofs o Roof timberwork

e Chimneys e Solar panel installation
e Velux roof windows e And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation.

And Blulfllng Em-].u. ong
Moar Truited Roofing & Building

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk A
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Removal of
old furniture

MADETO "W
T - business

Compact

suites built

‘ _! ; i to last
Highest

10y, standards
9"ara5tAee of personal
service

~~
NN EA discover the difference Call us today on 0121 706 1577 or visit
DENINETTS | AT DENNETTS www.dennettsfurniture co.uk

1182 Warwick Road (Oxford Rd corner) Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 6BT



local events

community events

Elvis And The
Dixie Rock

‘N’ Roll Band
Live Show!

25 November, Land Rover
Sports & Social Club
Voted the best Elvis Tribute
Act in the Midlands by
local radio station BRMB,
Mark’s vocal range is
such that it allows him to
spectacularly mimic many
of the performances of
Elvis, through some of his
most prominent years. To
book: www.landroversc.
co.uk/shows-and-events/

Menopause
Café

26 November 10am, Paramo
Lounge, Solihull High Street
Join us at Menopause
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Cafe, a supportive space
to share experiences,
learn, and connect with
others navigating the
menopause journey. All
welcome to come along.

The Su
Weekepnder 2023
1-3 December, NEC,
Birmingham

This 3-day event will bring
together over 15,000

dance lovers from across
the country. Dancers can
compete, perform, train and
exhibit under one roof with
unmissable competitions
and world-class training from
sought-after choreographers
and dance professionals.
For more info: www.
thenec.co.uk/whats-on/
the-super-weekender/

ELVIS
EXPERIENCE
MARE GREEN

and the
q DIXIE ROCE'N'ROLL BEND

Christmas Fair

2 December 10am - 1pm,
Knowle Village Hall.

This annual Fair is a Knowle
Village Hall Fundraising
event. Christmas door
wreaths will be on sale as
well as plenty of gifts, cards,
chocolates etc - lots to
choose from! Refreshments
will be available and

there is a Grand Raffle.
Come and join in!

Comedy Night

25 November, Knowle
British Legion

Don’t miss this sensational
line-up of talented
comedians who will have
you rolling in the aisles from
start to finish. So mark your
calendars and prepare
for an unforgettable night
of non-stop laughter.
Tickets from www.
fributenightpromotions.
co.uk/

Donny Osmond
9 December, Resorts
World Arena

Legendary music star
Donny Osmond has
announced his first UK
four in six years. The pop
superstar will be bringing
his electrifying Vegas
show to UK arenas from
December. To book: www.
resortsworldarena.co.uk/
whats-on/donny-osmond/



ojects Iy

Paving &
Landscaping

DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

We pride ourselves on

* Clay & Block Paving * Tarmacing (red or Biack) our high standards of
« Patios * Brickwork ¢ Slabbing « Gravel * Landscaping sl

* Fencing * Property Repairs * Roofing Repairs We will beat any

2 D_._ﬁm...........m{ Maintenance (pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free)

like for like genuine
written quote

0121 652 0145 s s sonFacsoos I3

01926 674 782 ™
M: 07961 358 367
E:projectspaving@icloud.com

To see our current range of work carried out in your local 328 Alcester Road
Wythall B47 6JR

area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk




useful services

DENTURE Buzz Dgctor

CLINIC Pt rocic

BIMINGHAM Call to Make an Appointment

A zﬂmﬂm! zn AESTHETICS AND VITARIN
= : regintration nessed THERAPY
New Cosmetic Dentures providacpoadatin LS. w12 Vitamin shot

= Witamin D shot

FREE CONSULTATION § o

Glutathisne « Yivamin
€ xhat
Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 07516 729256 o S FEVER ¢ ALL UG i g i mm
Denture 8 \ \ | |7 eemomimes | 3 Amatyn b edieat weighs
] . . Roplacament (s knes H Loss Trestments
I{C[].Ell[".i TR y Jalnts Treat those stubbarn fat
whil 2% W proeses oG
e . . - «.g. arthritis or sparts : ;;":" e
you : - Wy : "_Wm“‘m . mc-numdumm
wait

I'he Old Surgery, 14 Cole Bank Road
Hall Green, Birmingham Bz28 8EX
M Evans GDC NO: 125164

5 TG Bl WY FATIET THE LN R, BT AS, AT

s il CeiL
. Larrer par mreen T a1 8 Prinsie P
& a VS Prarmecy dhat bs BAAL & ERGULATDE.

e ) et ) L i 2

EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN,
BUILD, INSTALL AND SERVICING
OF FIRES AND FIREPLACES.

BROUGHTON
FIREPLACES

WOODGLOW
FIREPLACES

At Woodglow we make fireplaces to suit your requirements,
any shape, any size, any style, any colour. We are an established
family-run business that have been trading for over 20 years.

Come and visit us at our showroom in Olton Hollow
and see what we could do for you.

0121707 2306

59 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull B92 7HS
Open Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm
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book review

A gOOd reAd s, wiosnavonor

Infinite Detail

by Tim Maughan
Maughan’s debut novel is a
mesmerizing and thought-
provoking exploration of a
future world shattered by
the sudden collapse of the
infernet. Set in a near-fufure
dystopia, Maughan skilfully
navigates the intricacies

of a society that has lost

its digital connectivity and the profound impact
it has on both individuals and the collective
Consciousness.

The novel weaves tfogether two narrative
threads: one set in the days leading up to the
‘Zero Day’ event, when the internet vanishes,
and the other in the aftermath, where society
grapples with the consequences. Maughan's
prose is both evocative and insightful, capturing

Tel: 02476 34 55 54

info@rockwarm.co.uk - www.rockwarm.co.uk

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY BILLS & SAVE MONEY

BY EXTERNALLY INSULATING YOUR HOME

By externally insulating your home, it will not only save you money by reducing
your heating bills and make your home cosier, but it will also totally
transform the look of your home and add to its value!

the tension and unease of a world suddenly
thrust into chaos. Through a cast of compelling
characters, he explores how our reliance on
technology shapes our identities, relationships,
and perceptions.

Maughan's vision of a post-internet world is
hauntingly vivid, painting a picture of a society
in disarray, where once-thriving cities become
desolate and communities fragment. As
characters navigate this new redlity, the author
delves into themes of power, surveillance, and
the blurred lines between the virtual and the real.
The novel’s exploration of the human condition
amidst fechnological collapse is deeply
resonant, inviting readers to contemplate their
own relationship with the digital realm.

It's a cautionary tale; a portrait of the fragility
of our current status quo, and it is as thought-
provoking as it is terrifying; you won't ever take
your Wi-Fi for granted again.

“The whcde hause has bren tramdoemed by
Reckwanm using a traditionad white finish
mﬂulwdummlmmmn
N denael el s Bsalath
ammmmmmm
minor problems were avercome with sase,
M'Eq"r!hh[nﬂh:!slﬂfgnni
mnmmlmﬁuﬂandmm

GaryMM-1318, 24 Aug 2023

A Yell.

ROCKWARM

EXTERNAL WALL INSULATION




Happy Staff...

If you want your company or workplace to be a great place to work, with a focus on
productivity and effective working practices, then you need happy staff.

But that can be harder to achieve than many people realise as we human beings are
complicated creatures! Whether your company has one employee or one hundred, they all
need to be treated with respect and listened to. In addition, many legal obligations and
processes must be adhered to otherwise you could end up in court.

Synergise HR are on hand to offer support in any aspect of HR work. Whether you want the
comfort of a retainer, where you can call on us as much as you need to; a one-off consultancy
project; or ongoing training and development work — we can help with anything to do with
people, including:

Recruitment

Training

Coaching

Restructuring
Disciplinary procedures

For a free, information and completely confidential
chat please get in touch with Jo Jinks. \ | »

07789 004374 SYNERGISE

jojinks@synergisehr.co.uk



ACCESSIBLE BATHROOMS
SHOWER & WET ROOMS

WITH INSTALLATION FULLY MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH

COMPLETE

BY CHRISTMAS

freef

*Trus1pilot

Rated ‘Excellent’ by our customers

v Expert Mobility
Advice

v~ High-quality fixtures,
fitting and finish

%

v~ Interest Free
Credit*

Call today to book your FREE no obligation
in-home design consultation
0121 227 2568

oIS, WALK IN SHOW g anp
N R
Visit our showroom =
1 Oxhill Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 1LR

bathingmobility.co.uk

* Credit is subject to status and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. Bathing Mobility Advisory Service Limited, FCA Register no. 819781 is an
appointed representative of Mobility Bathing Group Limited, Unit 20-21 Padgets Lane, Redditch. B98 ORA,
FCA Register No. 673828. Credit is provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC
Capital UK PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register No. 704348).



YOUR LOCAL EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

Book your Roof
& Gutter Cleaning NOW

our Cleaning Services:

v MOSS REMOVAL v PATIOS

v LEAF REMOVAL + DRIVEWAYS

+ GUTTER CLEANING + STONEWORK

v ROOFS + FASCIAS & SOFFITS

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

0121 369 0070 o
07546 264164

M enquiries@solclean.co.uk @ www.solclean.co.uk

5 4] |92 how to play
slol TS0 sudoku
7 8
5 418 It's simple!
E ? 3 Fillin the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers
1 through fo 9 with no repetition.
‘[ 3 g 2 You don't need to be a genius. These
816 915 puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.
615 4
3 114|5]6 2
answer on page 14
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useful services

Have Your Windows

o mm || Looking to upgrade your existing EEHEE
z 5 windows and doors? UPVC, tﬁHﬂM{}ﬂf ;Eﬁs‘:igﬂ
YEAR composite or aluminium, i MEg
: [m] <
GUARANTEE contad = NOWo Get a FREE Quote

- S Priority freephone
clomt 2*:.—-':.2%’.&3 0800 6121118

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money y n
e\ R,

DELUXE ROOFING

ROOFING AT IT'§ BEST

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional,
reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs ¢ Flat Roofs ° Minor Repairs ° Fascias and Guttering
¢ Insurance Work » Moss Removal  Rebedding of Ridge Tiles * Chimneys
* Valleys ° All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B30 3ND

(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

13



ADVERTISE

local police contact

for Shirley

Email: shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS
SHIRLEY WEST

Dr Rosemary Sexton

0121 285 3883
rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk
Tim Hodgson

07507 935288
tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Maggie Allen

07956 995577
maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH

Max McLoughlin

07881 632412
max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk
Andy Hodgson

07412041 164
ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Shahin Ashraf

07779 358131
shahin.ashraf@solihull. gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST

Mark Parker

01217331704
mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk
Annette Mackenzie

07890 062553
annette.mackenzie@solihull.gov.uk
Karen Grinsell

07850 026366
karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk
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Does your website
and you're

not sure

offers you up-to-date
websites to replace your tired ones.

Bespoke content managed websites are cheaper than you think.
Call now for a chat about your website, social media & marketing needs.

Not Q

design - marketing - web - print @

0121 369 1977

www.hotlobster.uk.com



THINKING OF SELLING YOUR
HOME AFTER CHRISTMAS?

I HAVE BUYERS WHO ARE
ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR NEW | |
PROPERTIES IN SHIRLEY, B90. |

HS

LI A B F

FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY
STEP BY STEP HOME STAGING
GUIDE ALONG WITH A TAILORED
ACTION PLAN TO HELP :
YOU GET YOUR HOME READY l
FOR THE MARKET, -
CONTACT ME

HSHOMESOFSOLIHULL.CO.UK

My name is Fran, and | am the owner of HS Homes.
| pride myself on customer satisfaction and great customer service as you

will see from my Y% %k * - 5-starGoogle reviews.
| offer 24-hour support and a personal 1 to 1 service throughout.

I IS 0121 430 4448 | 07926 974 734

ENQUIRIES@HSHOMESOFSOLIHULL.CO.UK
HOMLS WWW.HSHOMESOFSOLIHULL.CO.UK




