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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs 

N.Bird-front cover.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:12 AM
the shirley index

september 2022

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of shirley

www.shirleyindex.co.uk delivered FREE to 6200 homes



Solihull Carers Centre (SCC) is a company limited by guarantee and a Registered Charity trading as Carers Trust Solihull (CTS). 
Registered Company in England No. 04378042. Registered Charity No. 1092613.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
• Great listening skills and   
 patience
• Available between 9am-4pm,  
 Monday to Friday
• Have access to your own   
 transport or public transport to  
 travel to locations throughout 
 the Solihull Borough
• Enjoy the company of others
• A passion for caring or have  
 been a carer yourself
• Aged 18+ (for insurance   
 purposes)
• Live locally

DO YOU HAVE WHAT WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR TO VOLUNTEER WITH US?

IN RETURN WE OFFER:
• Full induction and training
• DBS expense costs
• Travel Expenses
• A meaningful experience to  
 enrich your skill set/CV
• Inclusion in the community  
 (particularly with older people)
• To be part of our team
• Flexibility
• Ongoing support in your role
• Our gratitude

@solihullcarers

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT HELEN :
T 0121 788 1143  E centre@solihullcarers.org  W www.solihullcarers.org
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 
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It’s a busy month with kids going back to school, and 
individuals getting ready for university. The 
roads are going to be busier, the mornings 
and evenings are going to get darker, but 
there’s still lots to look forward to. 

We can start thinking ahead, planning Halloween 
treats, bonfire parties and event starting to think 
about Christmas plans. There’s also lots of interesting 
and fun things going on locally – whether you fancy 
being inspired by Grand Designs Live or want to jive 
the night away with the UK’s best jive and swing band 
in Solihull – just check out page 6 for more details.  

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

Autumn is 
approaching… 
Welcome to the September edition



Supporting 
over 8,000 

families
Blossomfield Grange care home, 
Solihull 
We champion training and innovation to support 
our care home teams to deliver outstanding care. 
Residents’ quality of life is at the heart of 
everything we do, helping individuals to stay 
active and independent so they can live each 
day to the full.

Trusted to care.

If you’re considering care
0121 314 9906
jo.hopkins@careuk.com
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange



Grand Designs 
Live              
5-9 October, NEC   
Based on Channel 4’s Grand 
Designs, the live exhibition is 
the best place to find ideas, 
advice and products to 
make your home project a 
success. For tickets please 
visit www.thenec.co.uk/
whats-on/grand-designs-live.

The Roy Orbison 
Story 2022               
30 September – 1 October, 
Core Theatre Solihull  
Barry Steele and a fabulous 
cast of musicians and singers 
will take you on a musical 
journey from The Black and 
White Night right through to 
the Traveling Wilburys and 
beyond - with so much more 
in between. Tickets from the 
Box Office: 0121 704 6962

The Jive Aces          
22 October, Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club         
Renowned worldwide for 
their high-energy spectacular 
showmanship, their viral video 
“Bring Me Sunshine” and 
for being the first live band 
to reach the final rounds of 
“Britain’s Got Talent”, The Jive 
Aces have firmly established 
themselves as the UK’s No.1 
Jive & Swing band. Tickets 
from www.landroversc.co.uk

BEE Gees 
Tribute Night   
5 November, Shirley 
British Legion 
The Bootleg Bee Gees will 
have you up on your feet 
and dancing in no time as 
they perform hit after hit 
to perfection.   The quality 
of this act is so close you 
will imagine it’s the real 
thing! Tickets from www.
ticketsource.co.uk

Disney On 
Ice presents 
Dream Big         
26 – 27 November; 30 
November – 4 December, 
Resorts World Arena      
Miguel aspires to be a 
musician and journeys 
through the Land of the 
Dead; Moana and Maui 
bravely restore the stolen 
heart of Te Fiti; Anna and 
Elsa save their kingdom; 
and the Disney Princesses 
inspire with stories of strength, 
determination and kindness. 
Share every magical moment 
at Disney On Ice! Tickets from 
www.resortsworldarena.co.uk 

community events
local events

6  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements



We Are  

Here  

Call Us To Get Your Tickets on  

0121 448  3280 

07542 756202 
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useful info

 Raising the bar in luxury care

OPEN DAY
PLEASE JOIN US FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
AND COMPLIMENTARY REFRESHMENTS. 

Everyone welcome!
Saturday 1 October 2022, 10am – 4pm
Residential, nursing, respite and dementia care  
in truly stunning surroundings.

RSVP lorraine@macccare.com Call: 07483 046190  
or 0330 107 5947 www.blossomfieldrose.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you

You’re 
Invited 
We’re delighted to be hosting 

an informal Open Day at 

Blossomfield Rose and we’d 

love it if you could join us.

We’re excited to showcase 

the wonderful amenities and 

facilities at MACC Care’s newest 

home, offering professional 

residential, nursing, dementia 

and respite care amidst 

spectacular surroundings. 

RSVP  
TODAY

Busier roads mean we need to use 
more of our concentration to monitor 
the traffic around us. Tightly enforced 

speed regulations mean we also need 
to watch our dashboard dials to keep on 
the right side of the law. Unfortunately, this 
means we have to take our eyes off the road 
frequently to read the gauges. Add in a 
sat nav and a lot of our mental bandwidth 
could be diverted at any one time.

Enter the Heads-Up display. These 
have been around for while and are 
fitted as standard on some premium 
cars. But third-party units are widely 
available and easy to install.

A Heads-Up display is a small transparent 
unit which is mounted on top of the 
dashboard, in front of the driver. It displays 
information exactly where you need it – 

directly in the line of sight. Drivers get all 
the important information such as speed, 
warning signals and indicator arrows for 
navigation without having to looking 
down to the instrument cluster or the 
secondary display, hence the name.

There are a few types of Heads-Up display. 
Some project on to your windscreen, and 
these can be harder to see in some lighting 
conditions. Some have a semi reflective 
sheet of glass that’s designed to reflect 
the display whilst allowing you to see 
through it, very much like in fighter aircraft.

Most Heads Up units plug in to the OBD 
port in your car to get their information, and 
some models can connect to your phone 
and Satnav which allows them to provide 
even more features in your line of vision.

Prices start at under £100.

Heads Up!    The latest in vehicle technology



S O L I C I T O R S

www.wadsworthslaw.co.uk

WADSWORTHS

Assisting the local community with their 
legal matters since 1986

SHIRLEY
325 Stratford Road

Shirley, Solihull, B90 3BL
Tel: 0121 745 8550

HENLEY
129 High Street

Henley-in-Arden, B95 5AU
Tel: 01564 337 070

TAMWORTH
16-21 Church St

Tamworth, B79 7DH
Tel: 01827 65765

Family Law
Wills
Probate 
Court of Protection
Employment 

Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Lasting Powers of 

Personal Injury
Medical Negligence

       Attorney 
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We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

We can SAVE your windows!

Replace the pane, not the frame

SAVE money, energy & time
All glazing backed by our

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

Local, friendly
engineer

Priority freephone

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE 

Your local trusted expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Untitled-1   1 30/09/2019   12:59



Laser eye 
surgery  
gone wrong? 
If you have concerns over your laser vision  
correction surgery, our specialist team could help.

Fletchers Medical Negligence offers legal 
support for people who have suffered 
the consequences of a medical mistake, 
process failures or from dishonest 
medical support. Those in this position 
generally wish to seek justice, have their 
circumstances investigated, and secure 
the rightful compensation that is owed 
to them.

We are aware that some laser eye surgery  
patients under the care of an ophthalmic surgeon,  
Mr Prashant Jindal, may have experienced poor  
care, during their consultations. 

The Medical Practitioners Tribunal Service is  
currently investigating Mr Jindal’s practices in 
relation to:

•  his consenting process including the discussions  
of risks and benefits of procedures;

•  the accuracy of his recording of those  
discussions;

•  who went on to provide the treatment and  
whether this was Mr Jindal

If you have been under the private care of Mr  
Jindal and you feel you may have been affected,  
our legal experts will guide you through the  
process and investigate your experience on  
your behalf.

Contact us on 0330 008 1281 

medical negligence
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garden view

I 
often get asked when to do it; how to 
do it, and how extensive it should be?

Rarely do I get asked WHY do we do it?
While a shrub won’t die if it isn’t pruned, 

it might grow too large for the space, or 
become straggly, or produce poor quality 
flowers. So, gardeners prune in order to 
enhance a plant’s performance; to encourage 
it to produce better foliage, flowers, or fruit. 
Pruning forces a plant into ‘growth mode’ 
as it tries to replace what it has lost.

When should we prune?
There are two main pruning seasons: 

autumn and spring. Shrubs that flower in the 
winter, spring and early summer generally 
produce their flowers on old wood, which is 
any stem that grew the previous year. These 
shrubs need to be pruned in the autumn.

Shrubs that flower in mid-summer or 
autumn tend to produce their flowers on 
this season’s growth, which means on stems 
that were produced this year. These shrubs 
should be left until spring before pruning.

There’s no magic or mystery involved: 
we’re working with the natural inclination 
of the plant. If the foliage and flowers are 
produced on new wood, then it makes sense 
to encourage the plant to produce as much 
of this as possible. It also makes sense to prune 
in the spring because any new growth in 
the autumn would be vulnerable to frost.

Many autumn-pruned plants benefit from 
‘the rule of three.’ My grandfather taught 
me this and it and means that each year, 
in the autumn, after the shrub has flowered, 
you prune out one third of the oldest shoots. 
This encourages new growth the following 
spring while still allowing the shrub to flower 
on the old wood. Treated this way, the 

shrub will be completely rejuvenated every 
three years but will flower every year.

Pruning is best approached with a clear 
purpose. What is your aim? If a reshape is in 
order and you’re only partially shortening 
a stem, always prune to an outward facing 
bud which encourages a nice, open shape. 
As I’ve already mentioned, pruned plants 
will do a lot of growing, which means they’ll 
expend a lot of energy, hence all pruned 
plants need a good feed in the spring, 
before the growing season gets underway.

Finally, if you do get it completely 
wrong, don’t panic. Generally, the worst 
that happens is that the plant looks a bit 
naff for one season then bounces back 
the following year. That’s the good thing 
about plants: they just keep on growing

So, treat your glass of Chardonnay 
with extra respect as you raise it in 
a toast to and say ‘Cheers!’

Prune in spring
Buddleia, perovskia, dogwood, 
caryopteris, lavender, roses, fuchsias

Prune in autumn
Cotinus, forsythia, winter jasmine, 
philadelphus, spiraea, weigela, deutzia

Pruning Power
Pruning is a word which can instil fear into the 
heart of a novice gardener.
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0121 605 2322
hello@mopheads.co.ukwww.mopheads.co.uk

170 Yardley Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 6LR

Washing  |  Ironing  |  Duvets  |  Dry Cleaning
Drop off before 8am for same day collection

Super Kev

Super Kev to the rescue!

24 -hour
turn - around
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SHIRLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
No-obligation Home visits  available

Call us free on

0121 745 3160

Newly renovated funeral 
home

Spacious & tranquil chapels

Onsite memorial service 
facilities

Evening and weekend 
availability

Price Match Guarantee

Email: info@pridefuneralcare.co.uk
   Website: www.pridefuneralcare.co.uk   

* Additional charges may apply for transfers out of business hours/from a nursing
home/from a private residence, for removal of surgical items, or for a larger co�n.

Prices valid at time of publication
but may be subject to change.

Shirley
217 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 3AH

0121 745 3160

Bespoke funeral services
for your loved ones,

provided by local & caring
family Funeral Directors

£2,700
includes disbursements excluding minister,

 celebrant or equivalent
*

including private crematorium fee

including private crematorium
and medical fees

including private crematorium
and medical fees

including private crematorium fee

SHIRLEY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

No-obligation
Home visits  available

Call us free on

0121 745 3160

*

Newly renovated funeral 
home

Spacious & tranquil chapels

Onsite memorial service 
facilities

Evening and weekend 
availability

Price Match Guarantee

Email: info@pridefuneralcare.co.uk       Website: www.pridefuneralcare.co.uk   

* Additional charges may apply for transfers out of business hours/from a nursing home/from a private 
residence, for removal of surgical items, or for a larger co�n.

Prices valid at time of publication but may be subject to change.

Shirley
217 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 3AH

0121 745 3160
Home visits available,
individually tailored
prices and services

available on request

£2,700
includes disbursements excluding
minister, celebrant or equivalent

*

At Robin Hood, Yardley
& Lodge Hill Cematorium

Home visits available, individually tailored
prices and services available on request

At Robin Hood, Yardley
& Lodge Hill Cematorium



Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM
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puzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

cluescrossword

answer on page 26

answer on page 26

17  
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» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

�

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 07516 729156

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Preparation time: 30 mins 
Cooking time: 50-60 
mins plus cooling time
Serves: 8

Ingredients
3 eggs
250g caster sugar
275g plain flour
2 ½ tsp baking powder 
100g butter, softened
100g plain Greek yogurt 
or sour cream.
1 large orange, about 
washed and cut into 
pieces with the rind, but 
remove the seeds
1 tsp vanilla extract

Glaze
Juice of one large orange
100g caster sugar
IMPORTANT: 
Food processor or 
blender required

Method
Preheat oven to 175°C
Prepare an 8 inch / 21cm 
springform pan by spraying 
the sides with sunflower oil 
or butter and lining the base 
with greaseproof paper. 
Place the sugar and eggs in 
a large bowl and beat with 
a mixer until light and fluffy 
and increased in volume.
Sift the baking powder and 
flour together then add to 
the mixture in the bowl a 
little at a time along with the 

softened butter. Continue 
to mix until completely 
blended, then stir in the 
yogurt or sour cream.
In a food processor or 
blender, process the 
whole orange until it 
is almost pureed.

Add this blended orange 
to the cake mixture along 
with the vanilla extract and 
stir until evenly combined, 
then pour the batter 
into the prepared tin.
Bake for 50-60 minutes 
depending on your oven. 
The cake is ready when 

a skewer inserted into the 
centre comes out clean. 
Allow to cool for about 15 
minutes, then remove the 
side of the springform pan.
Make the orange glaze

Prepare the glaze by 
heating the sugar and the 
orange juice in a saucepan, 
and allow to simmer for a 
few minutes, until the liquid 
has a syrupy consistency.
Skewer the top of the a 
few times, then spoon and 
brush over the top of the 
cake and allow to cool 
completely before cutting.

Moist Orange Cake Moist Orange Cake 
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I 
fell in love with Stand Up Paddleboarding 
(or SUP) last summer when the local 
marina offered SUP lessons. Before 
the end of the first lesson, I was 
hooked. SUP involves standing on a 

board while using a paddle to manoeuvre 
your way through the water. It’s a super-
fun way to explore local waterways 
and get some fresh air and exercise.

SUP is not difficult. We learned the basics 
in a day. There are more challenging 
forms of SUP, like SUP surfing and long-
distance SUP touring, but recreational 
paddleboarding is pretty easy.

Paddle boards come in a range of different 
shapes, lengths, widths, and sizes. The most 
common paddle board size is about 3.3m 
long and between 75cm-90cm wide. They are 
much bigger than your average surfboard! 
Beginners are best to look for an All-Around 
board...which is built for all water types, 
balancing speed, stability, and tracking. 

Inflatable paddle boards (or iSUPs) can be 
stored in a small space and easily transported 
then inflated when you’re ready to use them. 
Inflateable SUPs also float higher in the water, 
which is ideal for activities like SUP yoga (a 
real thing), and they are very durable

Hard SUPs are made of 
an EPS foam core wrapped 
in materials like epoxy, 
fibreglass, wood, carbon 
fibre, or plastic. They tend 
to be slightly faster than 
inflatable SUPs, so perform 
better for SUP surfing. But 
they are harder to store 
and transport because they’re so big.

Walk into the water to knee-deep, set the 
board on to the water’s surface. Place your 

paddle across your board, climb on and 
kneel on the board. Practice paddling on 
your knees until you feel comfortable. Move 
one foot at a time and place your feet in the 
place where your knees have been resting. 
Slowly rise from a squat, with your heels flat, 
and slide your hands onto your paddle. 

EXTRA EQUIPMENT
SUP Paddle - about 20-25cm 
taller than you are.
Paddle Leash - so your paddle can’t 
float away if you drop it or fall in.
SUP Leash - so your board can’t 
float away if you fall in!
PFD (Personal Flotation Device) - Safety first
Flashlight and Safety Whistle - If 
you plan to paddle in the dark.
Shoes - neoprene shoes will keep your 
feet warm in cooler weather and won’t 
damage the board. I prefer bare feet.
Dry Bag - take a towel and a 
phone at the minimum. 

Engage your core for stability. As soon as 
you stand up, make your first stroke with your 
paddle. This will help you build momentum 
and in turn, remain steadier. Stand with 

your feet parallel, hip-width 
apart, toes facing forward, 
and knees slightly bent. 
Wider boards are easier for 
a beginner to balance on. 

It’s possible to teach 
yourself the basics but it’s 
more fun to take a class 
with other beginners. There 

will almost certainly be one near you 
this summer. So, join the craze and get 
paddling. Don’t forget the sunscreen.

Stand Up for Fun
Try stand up paddleboarding this summer



heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 53446  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com
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competition time

Win 2 tickets worth £30 to see   
NT Live – The Seagull 

at Solihull’s Core Theatre 
on Friday 25th November 7pm   

COMPETITION

For your chance to win these tickets, 
email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com 
with the subject line The Seagull and 
you will be added to our database 
to receive our monthly e-newsletter 
about offers and events in Solihull.

Closing date for entries is 
10th October 2022.       

The winner will be notified by email after this 
date. Please note there is no cash value nor 
exchange for this prize so please don’t enter 
if you cannot attend the date shown above.

Enjoy the Encore screening of the National 
Theatre Live production of The Seagull on 
the big screen at The Core Theatre Solihull.
A young woman is desperate for fame and 
a way out. A young man is pining after the 
woman of his dreams. A successful writer 
longs for a sense of achievement. An actress 
wants to fight the changing of the times. 
In an isolated home in the countryside, 
dreams lie in tatters, hopes are dashed, and 
hearts broken. With nowhere left to turn, 
the only option is to turn on each other.
Please note, this is a screening, 
not a live production.

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 53446  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com
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book reviews

a good read
By Natasha Donovan

Perfume: The Story of a Murderer
by Patrick Süskind, translated 
by John E. Woods.
Although Perfume is a book 
from the archives (1985) which 
was made into a film in 2006, 
I only discovered it recently. It 
won a Fantasy award when it 
was published yet I can’t really 
call it Fantasy. And although set 
firmly in the past it’s not Historical 
Fiction either. In spite of the explicit subtitle, it 
isn’t Horror, nor is it a Murder Mystery. It’s one of 
those wonderful books which defies a genre. 
Jean-Baptiste Grenouille is the story of a peculiar 
boy who becomes a dangerous yet interesting 
man. He is born without any body odour. As his 
wet nurse states, “Babies always have a smell, 
some stink, but underneath it, there’s always a 
warm, cuddly smell that even a cold, heartless, 
child-hating woman such as I can appreciate.” 
But Grenouille lacks any kind of scent, which 
marks him out as different. Paradoxically his 
own sense of smell is perfect, the olfactory 
equivalent of the perfect pitch possessed by 
some musicians. He becomes obsessed with 
scent, particularly the aromas of Paris, and his 
dark curiosity about perfume is central to the 
plot. Grenouille knows he is not normal, and his 
obsession for the pursuit of a perfect fragrance 
leads him to commit his first murder, for the 
love of a young woman’s particular scent.
Süskind perfectly dissociates Grenouille from 
the abhorrent acts he performs. On the one 
hand he never stops telling the reader directly 
how awful Grenouille is but at the same time, 
through Grenouille’s actions, the reader can’t 
help but become attached to this unusual 
protagonist. Grenouille is driven, constantly 
working towards his goal, then right at the peak 
of the story Süskind changes gear with jarring, 
dramatic effect, as the tale heads into a frenzied 
denouement. I feel this is a novel readers will love 
it or hate. You will definitely not remain indifferent.

The Smell of Other People’s Houses
by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock 
In keeping with the theme of smell this month, 
this is a beautiful Young Adult novel.
It’s actually a collection of deftly interwoven 
stories. The lives of teenagers 
in a small town are simply 
told, in sparing language 
with concise description, 
and highlight how the 
weighty issues of the 
world are experienced 
and processed every day 
by ordinary children.
There are dark 
undercurrents flowing through the back-
stories, yet the overriding message is of 
hope, friendship, and community.
Hitchcock’s descriptions of the Alaskan 
landscape are exquisite, and her handling of 
cultural and background issues sensitive. This 
is an emotional, yet never sentimental novel 
which observes how young people are shaped 
by the events happening around them.



26  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements

ad index

Care services 
5  Blossomfield Grange 
 Care Home  0121 314 9906
8 Blossomfield Rose  0330 107 5947
16  Lady Katherine Housing 
 & Care  01564 772415

Cleaning Services 
13 Mopheads  0121 605 2322

Doors & windows 
10  Cloudy 2 Clear  0800 61 21 118 

Estate Agents 
28  smarthomes  0121 744 4144 

Events 
7  Solihull Sports & 
 Social Club  0121 448 3280 

Funeral Directors
15  Pride Funeral Care  0121 745 3160

Gardens and Drives  
14 Projects  07961 358367
18  Drives 4 U  07773 911552
20 Central Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 702 1456
22 Heritage Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 690 5581
27  Solihull Tree Care  0121 604 6809

Graphic and Website Design 
24 Hot Lobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health and wellness 
18  Denture Clinic 
 Birmingham  0121 777 5528

Kitchens 
3  Dream Doors  0121 744 8974 

Pharmacy Services 
15  Buzz Doctor  0121 744 1141

Roofing 
1 N Bird & Son  0800 195 6946
13  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461

Security 
10  Pronet  07502 620077

Solicitors 
9  Wadsworths  0121 745 8550
11  Fletchers Solicitors  0330 008 1281

Tuition
4  Explore Learning  0121 647 4395

Volunteering 
2  Carers Trust  0121 788 1143

local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

mindbenders
from page 18

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton
0121 285 3883

rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk

Tim Hodgson
07507 935288

tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk

Maggie Allen
07956 995577

maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412

max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk

Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164

ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk

Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131

shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704

mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk

Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553

annette.mackenzie@solihull.
gov.uk

Karen Grinsell
07850 026366

karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 17

Crossword Solution
from page 17



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM



How can 
we help?
Since launching in 1998 

we have built a well established 

property service offering our clients 

the full package when it comes 

to their property needs.

Whatever your involvement with property, 

do it the smart way with Smart Homes.

SALES
NEW HOMES
LAND

COMMERCIAL
AUCTION
  
MORTGAGES

Call 0121 744 4144

www.smart-homes.co.uk
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