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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs 

N.Bird-front cover.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:12 AM
the shirley index

october 2022

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of shirley

www.shirleyindex.co.uk delivered FREE to 6200 homes



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 
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As soon as October hits we all start thinking about 
Christmas. But there’s Halloween and Bonfire 
Night to enjoy first. Check out page 6 to see 
what you can do to get into the seasonal 
spirit and make the most of your time now 
that the nights are longer and colder. 

With Christmas approaching, it’s a time of year many 
of us set deadlines – we want the extension finished 
by then, the carpets professionally cleaned, the 
gutters cleared… whatever you need help with there 
are a range of local professionals who advertise in 
this magazine who are ready and willing to help.   

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

Boo! 
Welcome to the October edition.

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



Be who you’ve always been...  
a champion 
At Blossomfield Grange  care home being a champion doesn’t stop when you 
make the journey into care. Bring your life with you to a place you can call home.

Award winning, person centred care for over 40 years. 

If you’re considering care for yourself or a loved one call 0121 756 9590.

Trusted to care. 
Blossomfield Grange care home
Solihull
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

Rated

9.7
out of 10 on 

carehome.co.uk



Hatton Pumpkin 
Spooktacular              
22-30 October, Hatton 
Adventure World    
October half term is set to be 
a scream when the Hatton 
Pumpkin Spooktacular returns. 
The popular Warwickshire 
family attraction will once 
again be awash with 
ghosts, ghouls, cobwebs, 
and pumpkins! Tickets from 
adventure.hattonworld.com

Elf The Musical                
1-5 November, The Core 
Theatre Solihull
Based on the beloved holiday 
film, this hilarious fish-out-of-
water comedy follows Buddy 
the Elf in his quest to find his 
true identity. This modern-
day holiday classic is sure to 
make everyone embrace 
their inner elf. After all, the 
best way to spread Christmas 
cheer is singing loud for all 

to hear. Tickets available at 
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

Solihull Round 
Table Fireworks           
5 November, 4.30-9pm, 
Tudor Grange Park         
With tickets starting from 
just £2 where else can you 
find such a value for money, 
professional fireworks display? 
Tickets are available from 
ww2.theticketsellers.co.uk/

Simply Red 
Tribute Night    
26 November, Shirley 
British Legion 

Featuring Red Mick, the 
only Simply Red tribute 
used by Butlins, Grosvenor 
Casinos and P&O Cruises. 

The amazing sound a like 
Red Mick is a superb tribute 
artiste who’s visual and vocal 
likeness to Mick Hucknall is 
really quite extraordinary. 
Tickets from 
ticketsource.co.uk

BBC Good Food 
Show Winter          
24-27 November, NEC      
The ultimate festive foodie 
day out! The show will be 
packed full of your favourite 
TV chefs, as well as 100’s of 
producers to taste, try and 
buy from and so much more. 
Get ready to step into a 
festive foodie wonderland this 
November. Tickets available 
at www.bbcgoodfoodshow.
com/winter/

community events
local events
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What’s on at the Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club
5TH NOVEMBER:: “WE JAMMING” - A NIGHT OF REGGAE 
AND LOVERS ROCK  
Music brought to you by DJ Boodamunk, from 7pm to midnight.  
Tickets £13.50. 

12TH NOVEMBER::  QE2 – THE VERY BEST OF QUEEN   
Created and performed with love and admiration for the late great 
Freddie Mercury and the musical legacy of Queen. The evening promises 
to be a non-stop jukebox of the very best of Queen. Tickets £13.50. 

Buy tickets at www.landroversc.co.uk/shows-and-events
Billsmore Green, Solihull B92 9LN



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Over 30 years’ experience in the roofing industry

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Roofing
We can help with any roofing 
work you may need. 

Whether you need a new roof, or 
a repair, whether you fancy having 
Velux roof windows installed, or 
your soffits, fascia and guttering 
replaced, we’ll offer you honest 
advice, professional workmanship, 
and competitive prices. 

Solar Panels
Save on your energy bills.

If you’d like to reduce your 
energy bills, then we can install 
solar panels so you can 
generate your own electricity. 

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

LD-Revive-FP.pdf   1   04/10/2022   12:36
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useful services

CLEANING
YOU’VE EVER SEEN...OR IT’S FREE

0798 544 6260 • 0121 663 0310
www.BirminghamCarpetCleaners.co.uk
Covering Knowle, Dorridge, Solihull, Shirley and surrounding areas

ADCHEM... reassuringly local
THE MOST THOROUGH

✓ Leaves your carpets & upholstery
    cleaner & drier with less disturbance
✓ Hard floor cleaning & renovation

including tiles & grout
✓ Karndean & luxury vinyl floor

cleaning & sealing
✓ Fully self contained -

no electricity or water needed We even clean their carpets!

Quote Shirley Index 
when calling

SHIRLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
No-obligation Home visits  available

Call us free on

0121 745 3160

Newly renovated funeral 
home

Spacious & tranquil chapels

Onsite memorial service 
facilities

Evening and weekend 
availability

Price Match Guarantee

Email: info@pridefuneralcare.co.uk
   Website: www.pridefuneralcare.co.uk   

* Additional charges may apply for transfers out of business hours/from a nursing
home/from a private residence, for removal of surgical items, or for a larger co�n.

Prices valid at time of publication
but may be subject to change.

Shirley
217 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 3AH

0121 745 3160

Bespoke funeral services
for your loved ones,

provided by local & caring
family Funeral Directors

£2,700
includes disbursements excluding minister,

 celebrant or equivalent
*

including private crematorium fee

including private crematorium
and medical fees

including private crematorium
and medical fees

including private crematorium fee

SHIRLEY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

No-obligation
Home visits  available

Call us free on

0121 745 3160

*

Newly renovated funeral 
home

Spacious & tranquil chapels

Onsite memorial service 
facilities

Evening and weekend 
availability

Price Match Guarantee

Email: info@pridefuneralcare.co.uk       Website: www.pridefuneralcare.co.uk   

* Additional charges may apply for transfers out of business hours/from a nursing home/from a private 
residence, for removal of surgical items, or for a larger co�n.

Prices valid at time of publication but may be subject to change.

Shirley
217 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 3AH

0121 745 3160
Home visits available,
individually tailored
prices and services

available on request

£2,700
includes disbursements excluding
minister, celebrant or equivalent

*

At Robin Hood, Yardley
& Lodge Hill Cematorium

Home visits available, individually tailored
prices and services available on request

At Robin Hood, Yardley
& Lodge Hill Cematorium



S O L I C I T O R S

www.wadsworthslaw.co.uk

WADSWORTHS

Assisting the local community with their 
legal matters since 1986

SHIRLEY
325 Stratford Road

Shirley, Solihull, B90 3BL
Tel: 0121 745 8550

HENLEY
129 High Street

Henley-in-Arden, B95 5AU
Tel: 01564 337 070

TAMWORTH
16-21 Church St

Tamworth, B79 7DH
Tel: 01827 65765

Family Law
Wills
Probate 
Court of Protection
Employment 

Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Lasting Powers of 

Personal Injury
Medical Negligence

       Attorney 
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We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

We can SAVE your windows!

Replace the pane, not the frame

SAVE money, energy & time
All glazing backed by our

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

Local, friendly
engineer

Priority freephone

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE 

Your local trusted expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Untitled-1   1 30/09/2019   12:59
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The Flooring EXPERTS
Number 1 Flooring

• LAMINATES
• SOLID WOOD
• ENGINEERED WOOD
• REAL WOOD
• HERRINGBONE FLOORING

• VINYLS
• CARPETS
• LVT – LUXURY VINYL TILES 
• SPC VINYL FLOORING
• ACCESSORIES

Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm 
and Sunday 10.30am – 4.30pm

0121 745 9352
www.number1�ooring.co.uk
bham@number1�ooring.co.uk

266-268 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3AD

LD-No1Flooring-FP.pdf   1   04/10/2022   14:15
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0121 605 2322
hello@mopheads.co.ukwww.mopheads.co.uk

170 Yardley Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 6LR

Washing  |  Ironing  |  Duvets  |  Dry Cleaning
Drop off before 8am for same day collection

Super Kev

Super Kev to the rescue!

24 -hour
turn - around
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ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Sorry to mention this but Christmas 
is right around the corner. Get 
ahead of the game with our 

pre-Christmas-season checklist.

Clear out the food cupboards Make room 
for festive goodies. Throw out all out-of-
date items and things you know will never 
be eaten, even in a zombie apocalypse.
Clear out the toy cupboards Encourage 
your children to sort out toys they no longer 
play with and donate them to charity. It not 
only makes space for Christmas gifts, but it 
will also hopefully teach them compassion.
Order meat early Farmers’ markets 
and shops are always packed out 
by the first week in December. 
Puddings and cakes These need to 
be made early to give them time to 

mature. Stir up Sunday is traditionally 
the time when Christmas puddings are 
made. It’s the last Sunday before advent 
and this year it’s on November 20th.
Write any cards and annual letters It’s 
less of a chore than it used to be as more 
people eschew cards in favour of e-cards 
or texting, but for many people a card with 
a brief personal message is a welcome 
arrival in the post. If you get a few written 
every week in November then come 
December you can relax and feel virtuous.
Check guest lists It’s worth checking 
who might be planning to spend 
Christmas with you well in advance so 
you can be prepared. Don’t forget to ask 
whether anyone is vegetarian, vegan 
or has any allergies or intolerances. 
Forewarned is forearmed!

Christmas is a Coming



Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM



Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM

puzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

cluescrossword

answer on page 26

answer on page 26

17  
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» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

�

0121 704 1339
www.windowfixofsolihull.co.uk

• Misted/Broken glass units
• UPVc–DoorLocks/Hinges/Handles
• Windows–Locks/Hinges/Handles
• Patio Door–Tracks/Wheels
• Conservatory Roof Replacement
• Replacement Fascia & Guttering
• REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
 & DOORS

WINDOW FIX
of

SOLIHULL
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS & INSTALLATION

answers on page 26

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566
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Preparation time: 30 mins 
Cooking time: 50-60 
mins plus cooling time
Serves: 8

Ingredients
3 eggs
250g caster sugar
275g plain flour
2 ½ tsp baking powder 
100g butter, softened
100g plain Greek yogurt 
or sour cream.
1 large orange, about 
washed and cut into 
pieces with the rind, but 
remove the seeds
1 tsp vanilla extract

Glaze
Juice of one large orange
100g caster sugar
IMPORTANT: 
Food processor or 
blender required

Method
Preheat oven to 175°C
Prepare an 8 inch / 21cm 
springform pan by spraying 
the sides with sunflower oil 
or butter and lining the base 
with greaseproof paper. 
Place the sugar and eggs in 
a large bowl and beat with 
a mixer until light and fluffy 
and increased in volume.
Sift the baking powder and 
flour together then add to 
the mixture in the bowl a 
little at a time along with the 

softened butter. Continue 
to mix until completely 
blended, then stir in the 
yogurt or sour cream.
In a food processor or 
blender, process the 
whole orange until it 
is almost pureed.

Add this blended orange 
to the cake mixture along 
with the vanilla extract and 
stir until evenly combined, 
then pour the batter 
into the prepared tin.
Bake for 50-60 minutes 
depending on your oven. 
The cake is ready when 

a skewer inserted into the 
centre comes out clean. 
Allow to cool for about 15 
minutes, then remove the 
side of the springform pan.
Make the orange glaze

Prepare the glaze by 
heating the sugar and the 
orange juice in a saucepan, 
and allow to simmer for a 
few minutes, until the liquid 
has a syrupy consistency.
Skewer the top of the a 
few times, then spoon and 
brush over the top of the 
cake and allow to cool 
completely before cutting.

Moist Orange Cake Moist Orange Cake 
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Y
ou don’t need me to tell you 
that the cost of fuel is truly 
frightening at the moment. Gas 
bills have soared, and people 
are genuinely frightened to 

heat their homes. We don’t know how long 
this situation will last; most of us are not 
eligible for Government help, and those 
that are eligible are most likely not going to 
receive enough. So, what should we do?

Well, as my late father used to say, ‘We 
are where we are.’ In other words, we 
have to work with the tools we have.

For years during cold winters old people 
have been urged to ‘Prioritise one room, 
keep that heated and live in that space.’ 
I’m ashamed to say that I never considered 
how patronising and Victorian that was 
until I started to read that same advice 
being applied to families and young 
people. Most people can’t live in just one 
room. But we are where we are, and it 
makes sense to look at our living spaces 
to see if we can make more use of one 
particular area and prioritise heating that.

If you have a south-facing room, it’s a 
good place to start. South-facing rooms get 
the sun all day so stay naturally warmer. If 
you don’t have a south-facing room, choose 
an east-facing one for morning sun or west 
for the evening sun. North-facing rooms 
unfortunately will get no benefit from the sun.

Keeping warm air in and cold air out 
is crucial (and blindingly obvious). Seal 
leaks around windows and doors using 
caulk or weather stripping. Duct tape 
and clear plastic sheets make good DIY 
double glazing. I used it in my freezing room 
during my student years to great effect. 
Clear lets sunshine in through the windows, 
which helps warm the room and obviously 
means you don’t need to turn on a light. 

Draft excluders can be made for free 
or very cheaply from old tights or trousers 
stuffed with newspaper or other old tights. 
Rolled towels and blankets also work well. 

Don’t forget to look for subtle leaks. To 
do this use a candle. Move it slowly around 
problem spots like windows. If you see the 
flame flicker it’s a sign that you have a leak.

Portable electric space heaters or 
halogen heaters can be a good investment. 
The cheap ones heat a space quickly 
but don’t have an automatic cut off. 
More advanced ones have timers and / 
or temperature sensors which switch the 
heater off when the room reaches the 
required temperature. These appliances 
heat only the space you are using so they 

are more economical than heating the 
whole house. Never leave them switched 
on unattended, or while you are sleeping.

One family I know decided that 
camping in their own home is the 
best option for staying warm. They 
set up their tent and sleeping bags 
and sleep together in one room. 

As I type this another price rise is coming 
and people are scared about how they 
will cope. Writing about camping in your 
own front room and seeking south-facing 
spaces would have seemed ridiculous just 
12 months ago, yet we are where we are. 

Wishing you warmth and 
safety wherever you are.

Heating Horror            Desperate times
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...a
nd mellow 
fruitfulness, states 
the first line of 
the famous Keats 
poem. There 
is something 

rather lovely about autumn. The days are 
cooler but often sunny, yet the ground is 
more moist and so easier to dig. It’s the 
perfect time of year for gardening.

It’s tempting to tidy up all the browning 
plant stems but try not to get carried away. 
Leave some standing because they provide 
important habitats for wildlife. I do harvest a 
few seedheads each year: poppies, nigella, 
and alliums are my favourites. I cut them, 
leaving their long stems intact and put 
the heads inside a paper bag, then hang 

the bunches inside to dry. The ripe seeds 
fall into the bag and can be labelled and 
kept for sowing next year’s free plants! The 
decorative heads look nice in a vase too.

My neighbour (who is retired) makes 
fabulous leaf mould in meshed cages he’s 
constructed himself. I take a ‘busy mum’ 
approach to fallen leaves. I run them 
over with a mower then rake the resulting 
confetti off my lawn into the flower beds 
and borders and let them rot naturally. They 
soon break down and are incorporated 
into the soil by worms. I still hanker after 
my own leaf mould crates though.

If you planted any perennials a few 
years ago they might need to be divided. 
Take a look at your plants. If they are 
dying off in the middle but have good 
growth around the edges, it’s time to lift 
and divide. Dig up the root ball of the 
plant, brush and pull off excess soil and 
set on to a plastic ground sheet. Pull (or 
use a garden fork to prise) apart the 
football into three or four clumps, each 
with a section of healthy shoots and roots. 
Replant the ’new’ plants elsewhere in the 
garden or try swapping plants with friends. 
Don’t forget to keep them well-watered 
until they have become established.

If you feel that your garden needs a 
little more colour heading into winter add 
a couple of dogwood shrubs into your 
borders. There are striking red and yellow 
varieties available. You can also plant 
sedum, Japanese anemones (Liriope) and 
Michaelmas daises (Aster). These flower 
well into late autumn and early winter.

Finally, a little planning for next year 
goes a long way. October is the perfect 
time to plant daffodil, crocus, hyacinth 
and allium bulbs for next spring.

Happy gardening.

Seasons of mist…
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competition time

Win 2 tickets to see the film screening of    
The Railway Children Return  

at Solihull’s Core Theatre 
on Saturday 26th November at 2pm   

COMPETITION

For your chance to win these tickets, 
email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com with 
the subject line The Railway Children 
and you will be added to our database 
to receive our monthly e-newsletter 
about offers and events in Solihull.

Closing date for entries is 
7th November 2022.    
  

The winner will be notified by email after this 
date. Please note there is no cash value nor 
exchange for this prize so please don’t enter 
if you cannot attend the date shown above.

Picking up nearly forty years after the events 
of the original film, ‘The Railway Children 
Return’ will take audiences on an exciting 
and heart-warming journey, in which a 
new group of children are evacuated to 
a Yorkshire village during World War 2
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book reviews

a good read
By Natasha Donovan

The Crow Road
Iain Banks
‘He’s away the crow road.’  
So says Prentice McHoan’s 
grandmother before she 
too takes that path. I’m not 
sure why I’d never read Iain 
Banks before. If I’m brutally 
honest, I think I was put off 
by the monotone covers. 
It’s not a great reason 
and it did drive home 
the point that you really 
can’t judge a book this way! I picked up The 
Crow Road to read on a short break and I’ve 
been steadily devouring Banks’ work since. 
If the cover didn’t attract me then the opening 
line did: ‘It was the day my grandmother 
exploded.’  In the aforementioned Prentice, it 
has an engaging, honest, and endearing hero, 
and in his family it has a complex, disturbing 
and fascinating cast of characters. There 
is drama, humour, mystery, and philosophy 
in equal measure. What’s not to love? 
The central strand of the story is the 
disappearance of Prentice’s Uncle Rory – 
presumed dead by many, but presumed alive 
by Prentice’s father, Kenneth. Rory’s unfinished 
papers include the idea of ‘Crow Road’ – a 
novel? a factual account? Nothing is clear. As 
Prentice attempts to unravel the thread, Banks 
moves his own story backwards and forwards 
in time, switching perspectives and retelling 
events from different angles. For a novel which is 
frequently about death, there is an awful lot of 
humour too – often dark, but equally hilarious. 
Banks is also known for his science fiction, 
written as Iain M Banks, and he wrote a whisky-
logue ‘Raw Spirit,’ which is both well written, 
and responsible for introducing me to this 
spirit. It was certainly a summer of firsts for me! 
The Crow Road will always have a special 
place in my heart though, because it was 
the novel that first introduced me to Banks.

The Enchanted Wood
by Enid Blyton 
For those of us of a certain 
age Enid Blyton was a 
childhood favourite. Through 
the eyes of an adult there 
is no doubt that she was 
a deeply flawed human 
being, though arguably she 
was simply a product of her 
upbringing. Her books drifted 
out of favour for many years, 
but many have recently been modernised 
for today’s children…after all, a good story 
is still a good story several decades on. 
The Enchanted Wood is the first in the Faraway 
Tree series, in which three children find 
themselves living close to the most amazing 
tree you have ever seen. It grows different 
fruits at different points, depending on how 
it is feeling. It is inhabited by all manner of 
strange folk – Silky the fairy, the old Saucepan 
Man, Dame Washalot, and the Angry Pixie. At 
the top lives Moonface, in a perfectly round 
little house with a slide that runs right to the 
bottom of the tree. And best of all, there is a 
small ladder through the clouds which leads 
to a different magical land every time...
Joe, Beth, and Frannie (the names have 
been updated from Blyton’s originals) have 
all manner of adventures there. Sometimes 
the lands are full of fun – The Land of 
Birthdays, for example – while others are 
slightly more threatening – Dame Snap may 
no longer be Dame Slap, but her school is 
still somewhere no-one would like to visit!
The Enchanted Wood was a favourite of mine 
as a child and this slightly tweaked version is a 
perfect chapter book for independent reading.



26  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements

ad index

Care services 
5  Blossomfield Grange 
 Care Home  0121 314 9906
16  Lady Katherine Housing 
 & Care  01564 772415

Cleaning Services 
8  Adchem  0798 544 6260
13  Mopheads  0121 605 2322

Doors & windows 
10  Cloudy 2 Clear  0800 61 21 118 
18  Window Fix  0121 704 1339

Estate Agents 
28 s marthomes  0121 744 4144 

Flooring 
12  Number 1 Flooring  0121 745 9352

Funeral Directors 
8  Pride Funeral Care  0121 745 3160

Gardens and Drives  
2  Solihull Tree Care  0121 604 6809
14 Projects  07961 358367
18  Drives 4 U  07773 911552
20 Central Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 702 1456
27  Heritage Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 690 5581

Graphic and Website Design 
24  Hot Lobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health and wellness 
18  Denture Clinic 
 Birmingham  0121 777 5528

Jobs 
11  Belmont @ Home  0121 295 8905

Kitchens 
3  Dream Doors  0121 744 8974 

Roofing 
1 N Bird & Son  0800 195 6946
13  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461

Security 
10  Pronet  07502 620077

Solicitors 
9  Wadsworths  0121 745 8550

local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

mindbenders
from page 18

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton
0121 285 3883

rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk

Tim Hodgson
07507 935288

tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk

Maggie Allen
07956 995577

maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412

max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk

Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164

ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk

Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131

shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704

mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk

Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553

annette.mackenzie@solihull.
gov.uk

Karen Grinsell
07850 026366

karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 17

Crossword Solution
from page 17

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

Heritage Driveways.pdf   1   03/10/2022   15:40



mindbenders
from page 18

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com
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How can 
we help?
Since launching in 1998 

we have built a well established 

property service offering our clients 

the full package when it comes 

to their property needs.

Whatever your involvement with property, 

do it the smart way with Smart Homes.

SALES
NEW HOMES
LAND

COMMERCIAL
AUCTION
  
MORTGAGES

Call 0121 744 4144

www.smart-homes.co.uk
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