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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs 

8

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987

N.Bird-front cover.pdf   1   06/01/2025   14:38

shirley index
december 2025

www.shirleyindex.co.uk
delivered FREE to 6200 homes

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk  
to discover local events, restaurants and businesses
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useful services

GET THE MOST OUT OF SOLIHULL
Looking for ideas on where to eat?
Want to know where to shop for menswear / jewellery / furniture…?
In search of a plumber / accountant / builder / solicitor…?

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk for 
a comprehensive list of shops, 
restaurants, hotels and 
businesses in Solihull.

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 

01564 335513 www.dorridgedoors.co.uk

A Father And Son Business With
Over 25 Years Experience...

• Up and over doors
• Quality roller doors
• Insulated sectional doors
• Repairs & servicing
• Automatic operators

We are a genuine family business and have been working in and 
around Dorridge for over 25 years. We pride ourselves in a high 

standard of work and customer satisfaction.

THE GARAGE DOOR SPECIALISTS

See our reviews! 5.04.6
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Welcome to the December edition… 

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas. 
 
Christmas will be just around the corner by 
the time this reaches you. So here’s hoping 
you’re all stocked up with goodies and gifts 
to see you through the festive season. 

It can be the most wonderful time of the year, but it 
can also be the loneliest. If you have time why not try 
reaching out to any local people who live on their 
own to see if they’d like a cup of tea and a chat. 

However you spend your Christmas, here’s 
hoping you have a lovely time and wishing 
you all a happy and healthy 2026.  

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

Merry Christmas

ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY 

GET THE WORD OUT

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SHOUT ABOUT?

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Shirley, Shelly Green,
Cheswick Green,
Earlswood & all
surrounding areas

Merry Christmas

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Specialists in timber frames &  
Amdega conservatory restoration Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

Finance OptionsAvailable

Save Money With Cloudy2Clear. 
Your Local Glazing Experts!
As the foremost domestic glass 
replacement company in the 
UK for more than 18 years, 
Cloudy2Clear Windows are the 
leading name in the industry. 
There is now no need for you 
to risk your windows by using 
the dreaded double glazing 
cowboy down the street. You 
can join over 340,000 happy 
customers and replace your 
glass ethically and affordably. 
If you have a failed glass unit 
it may not provide you with 
the protection you need, or be 
as energy-efficient as it once 
was. Why not take a minute 
to check your home to see if 
any double glazing has failed? 
Taking action now can prevent 
future financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear Richard Burke it 
became evident that the value of 
saving their customers money 

has been held dear for a number 
of years. In addition since 
starting the business in 2005, 
Cloudy2Clear have committed to 
supporting the local community 
by providing a service that saves 
the public both time and money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window once 
the unit has failed. Richard 
commented “By doing this we 
make the customer considerable 
savings and there is much less 
upheaval in the family home. 
Also, whether communities find 
themselves in a financial crisis 
or not, saving money when you 
don’t need to waste it is always 
the sensible option, and our 
service does just that”.

For a free quotation please call  
0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www.cloudy2clear.co.uk.
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Wicked Wizard 
of Oz Cirque 
spectacular              
21-22 December 
BP Pulse Live, by the NEC     
Panto meets Cirque… be 
amazed! With a cast of 60 
and spectacular aerial stunts 
and amazing special effects 
this international class arena 
show is the event of the year, 
not to be missed. Tickets from 
www.bppulselive.co.uk

Visit Santa at 
Touchwood    
Until 24 December              
Santa is back in residence 
this year at his enchanted 
Christmas grotto. He’s eagerly 
waiting to receive wish lists 
and will even have an early 
gift for your little ones. Be sure 
to book online so the elves 
can reserve your space. www.
eventsattouchwood.co.uk/
christmas

Santa’s Christmas 
Party                               
19-24 December

The Core Theatre Solihull    

This is a 45 minute, interactive 

family show, particularly 

suitable for 2-8 year olds, 

after which the adventure 

continues as each child gets 

the chance to receive a 

special present from Father 

Christmas. Book tickets at 

www.thecoretheatresolihull.

co.uk

Family New Year’s 
Eve Disco  
31 December 

Shirley British Legion    

Celebrate the New Year 

beginning with music, 

dancing, and a great family-

friendly atmosphere right up 

until 1am! Don’t miss out on 

the most fun way to ring in 

2026 with your loved ones. 

Tickets from www.ticketsource.

co.uk

Poker Night 
Experience                 
16 January 7.30pm  

Land Rover Sports & Social 

Club 

Royal Sharks Poker is launching 

in Solihull. Entry is £5 – pay on 

the door. All abilities welcome. 

community events



garden view
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D
ecember may 
feel like the 
quietest month 
in the gardening 
calendar, but 

there’s still plenty to keep 
the green-fingered busy. 
While growth has slowed and 
the frosts have set in, it’s a 
crucial time for maintenance, 
preparation, and adding 
festive touches to the garden.

Protect Plants from Frost - Frost 
can cause serious damage to 
tender plants. Insulate pots with 
bubble wrap or hessian and 
move containers to sheltered 
spots where possible. Mulch 
borders with compost or bark to 
protect roots, and if it’s a white 
Christmas, remember to brush 
heavy snow from evergreen 
shrubs to prevent branches 
snapping under the weight.
Tidy-up and Plan - Take 
advantage of the calmer 
pace to clear fallen leaves, 
especially from lawns and 
ponds. A tidy garden not 
only looks better but also 
prevents pests and disease. 
December is also the perfect 
month for planning next 
year’s displays. Browse seed 
catalogues by the fire and 
sketch out crop rotations 
for the vegetable patch.
Festive Colour - Winter 
gardens need not look dull. 
Plant evergreen favourites 

like holly, ivy, and skimmia 
for seasonal cheer. Pots of 
winter pansies, cyclamen, 
and heather will brighten a 
doorstep or patio. If you have 
space, consider planting a 
Christmas rose (Helleborus 
niger), which flowers in mid-
winter and brings welcome 
beauty to the darker days.
Fruit and Vegetable Tasks 
- Pruning is an important 
December job. Apples and 
pears benefit from a winter 
prune to encourage healthy 
growth the following year. 
Soft fruit bushes like currants 
and gooseberries can also 
be trimmed. If the soil isn’t 
waterlogged, it’s a good time 
to plant bare-root fruit trees 
and bushes. In the vegetable 
plot, harvest remaining leeks, 
parsnips, and sprouts for the 
Christmas table, and dig over 
empty beds, incorporating 
manure to enrich the soil.
Look After Wildlife - Garden 
wildlife needs a helping hand 
in cold weather. Top up bird 

feeders regularly and provide 
fresh, unfrozen water. Leave 
seed heads on perennials 
because it looks attractive in 
frost and also provides food for 
birds. Piles of logs or leaves can 
shelter hedgehogs and insects.
Greenhouse and Indoor 
Jobs - Clean the greenhouse 
glass to maximise light and 
insulate it with bubble wrap if 
temperatures plummet. Check 
heaters are working and keep 
an eye open for mould caused 
by damp conditions. Indoors, 
poinsettias and amaryllis add 
a touch of festive flair but keep 
them away from draughts and 
fluctuating temperatures.

December is about care, 
preparation, and enjoying 
this slower time of the garden 
year. While there’s little new 
growth, the work you do 
now will set the stage for 
spring. With some protection, 
pruning, and planning, 
your garden will emerge 
healthier and brighter when 
the warmer months return.

Keep Busy Through the Winter Chill
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puzzle time

A brief history of ice cream

cluescrossword

answer on page 14

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 14
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0121 744 1141 info@buzzdoctor.co.ukwww.buzzdoctor.co.uk

ACUTE PAIN TREATMENT

MEDICAL HEALTH SUPPLEMENTS

HAY FEVER & ALLERGY TREATMENT

TRT CLINIC + NUTRITION ADVICE

EAR MICRO-SUCTION
The safest way to
remove ear wax using
micro-suction. We can
remove foreign bodies &
clean infection residue 

AESTHETICS
Complete skin care management.
Buzz Doctor provides
polynucleotide & peptide
treatments, wrinkle reducing
injections, to non-surgical nose
jobs, mouth area enhancement &
total skin rejuvenation using the
latest treatments available

PRIVATE
MEDICAL
PRACTICE

APPOINTMENTS
We aim to provide same
day appointments. Call
us at any time to book
in. Get your prescription
filled at the desk

VITAMIN THERAPY
Buzz Doctor provides a wide
range of vitamin therapy.
From a multivitamin health-
enhancing cocktail of
goodness, skin brightening &
rejuvenating tailored
treatments to management
of long-term pain &
inflammation

WEIGHT LOSS
Get the latest home/self-
treatment injections treatment
to start your weight loss today.
Buzz Doctor gets you better
results because  we provide
face-to-face consultations &
support 

JOINTS & ARTHRITIS 
Injection treatment to reduce
joint swelling & inflammation
in arthritis. Improve tendon
pain and sports injuries.
Latest treatments to replace
joint cushions, relieve pain &
bone-on-bone grinding 

229 Stratford Rd, B90 3AH 

The Food Foundation 
carried out a survey which 
suggested that about 

one in seven households 
across the UK experience food 
insecurity, meaning that they 
don’t have reliable access 
to enough nutritious food. 

An ‘emergency’ food parcel 
usually provides about three 
days’ worth of nutritionally 
balanced non-perishable 
food. Many people assume 
food banks only need non-
perishable food, but they 
also need other items and 
especially at this time of 
year they need little extras, 
which are often forgotten. 

Basics
Tins of vegetables, meat, 
fish, fruit, and soup
Pasta, rice and noodles
Pasta and curry sauces
Cereal, oats
UHT / long-life milk
Tea and coffee

Biscuits and snack bars
Long-life fruit juice
Tinned beans and pulses
Jam, honey and peanut butter
Tinned custard  and 
rice pudding
Toilet roll, soap, shampoo 
and toothpaste
Sanitary pads and tampons
Nappies
Baby food
Washing up liquid
Laundry detergent

Check with your local 
foodbank what they most 
need.  Check in regularly. 
Foodbanks need donations 
throughout the year.

What Foodbanks Need
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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a good read By Natasha Donovan

Letters from Father 
Christmas
by J. R. R. Tolkien
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Letters from 
Father Christmas feels like 
opening a keepsake trunk. 
Gathered from the notes 
Tolkien wrote to his children 
between 1920 and 1943, 
these letters arrive from 
the North Pole with wobbly 
calligraphy, postmarks, 
and gloriously chaotic side-comments from the 
accident-prone North Polar Bear. The result is 
a scrapbook of make-believe that somehow 
grows more believable with every page.
There are capers involving fireworks gone 
wrong, goblin interlopers, and pantry raids, all 
rendered with gently anarchic humour. And 
there’s wonder, with flaring auroras, moonlit ice 
cliffs, and marching bears ‘bearing’ gifts! Tolkien’s 
illustrations and invented alphabets provide half 
of the magic; the other half is the voice of Father 
Christmas who sounds at once ancient and 
avuncular, and also wistful and wry; a storyteller 
who knows when to whisper and when to boom.
Because the letters span decades, his children 
grow up, wars darken the winters, and merriment 
turns tender. The melancholy never breaks the 
spell though; it deepens it, the way candlelight 
adds depth to a room. Readers of Tolkien 
will recognize his hand - names that taste 
right, lore that feels lived-in, jokes that land.
As a December ritual, a family read-aloud, 
or simply a tonic for grim days, this book 
shimmers. Open it, and you may hear 
sleigh bells somewhere beyond the page. 
It certainly leaves footprints in snow.

That Christmas
by Richard Curtis, 
illustrated by 
Rebecca Cobb
Five families who always 
spend Christmas together 
with set traditions and 
routines are all set to 
do it again this year. 
Except the adults 
are off to a wedding.
Only they can’t get back! So, the ten children 
get to do Christmas their way, and in the 
process make it a little bit better. It’s festive 
chaos in picture-book form with everything 
going delightfully off-script in this fast-paced, 
funny, and fun to read aloud story.
Parents will recognise the seasonal logistics; 
kids will relish the anarchy and the promise that 
Christmas can be remade by anyone with 
enough imagination and a bit of courage.
Rebecca Cobb’s illustrations, with her loose 
lines and soft textures have a lively feel, 
and make the chaos feel safe. Her eye for 
tiny, domestic comedy rewards ‘reading’ 
the pictures as much as the words.
There’s a clear message that tradition isn’t 
set in stone; it’s a living thing that evolves with 
each new generation; the best gifts can be 
improvised, kindness is important, and little brave 
silliness is always to be encouraged. It also wraps 
everything up with a bit of sparkle so reading 
That Christmas, with a cup of hot chocolate, may 
well become a festive tradition in its own right.
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local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Oliver Farr
07838 177097
oliver.farr@solihull.gov.uk 
Prish Sharma
07583 802086
prish.sharma@solihull.gov.uk
Alison Wilson
07854 439222
alison.wilson@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412
max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk
Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164
ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131
shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704
mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk
Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553
annette.mackenzie@solihull.gov.uk
Karen Grinsell
07850 026366
karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 8

Crossword Solution
from page 8

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Misc  
Shirley Lions Club 	 0345 833 9547 
Solihull Council 	 0121 704 8001 
Health	  
NHS non-emergency 	 111 
Solihull Hospital 	 0121 424 2000 
Spire Parkway Hospital 	 0121 704 1451  
Shirley Medical Centre 	 0121 705 1105 
Park Surgery 	 0121 796 2777 
Haslucks Medical Centre	 0121 705 1105 
Tanworth Lane Surgery 	 0121 796 2777 
Utilities  
Electricity power cut	 105 
Gas leak 	 0800 111 999 
Severn Trent Water 	 0300 034 2222  
Severn Trent Water (emergencies)	 0800 783 4444 
Travel  
National Rail Enquiries 	 03457 484950 
Network West Midlands (buses) 	 0345 303 6760

useful numbers 



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Built on trust and reliability, we have 
been in the roofing business for over 30 years

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.



Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 
New Year from the team at 
 Drakes Estate Agents

If you are thinking of moving in the near future please give us a call
or drop us an email sales@drakesestateagents.co.uk

01564 660950SCAN TO VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE
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