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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs 

7

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987
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the shirley index

november 2024

www.shirleyindex.co.uk
delivered FREE to 6200 homes

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk to discover local events, restaurants and businesses



Blossomfield Grange care home, 
Solihull 
Dementia café
Monday 3rd February 2025,  
10:30am – 12 noon 
Join us at our free dementia café at Blossomfield 
Grange. Aimed at those living with dementia and their 
loved ones, you’ll have the opportunity to meet other 
people, share experiences, take part in our fun 
activities, and get advice and support. We will also have 
live entertainment 11am-12pm that your loved ones 
can enjoy whilst we’re on hand for advice and support.

Trusted to care.

Join us for 
our next 

event

To book please call  
0121 667 3805 or email  
jo.hopkins@careuk.com



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Built on trust and reliability, we have 
been in the roofing business for over 30 years

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas. 
 
Christmas will be just around the corner by 
the time this reaches you. So here’s hoping 
you’re all stocked up with goodies and gifts 
to see you through the festive season. 

It can be the most wonderful time of the year, but it 
can also be the loneliest. If you have time why not try 
reaching out to any local people who live on their 
own to see if they’d like a cup of tea and a chat. 
However you spend your Christmas, here’s 
hoping you have a lovely time and wishing 
you all a happy and healthy 2025. 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Welcome to the December edition

Merry Christmas
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Shirley, Shelly Green,
Cheswick Green,
Earlswood & all
surrounding areas

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote



local events
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Santa’s Christmas 
Cracker    
20-24 December, The Core 
Theatre Solihull    
Father Christmas is busy 

making toys, Dotty the Elf is 

decorating the Christmas 

tree and Dasher the Reindeer 

is getting presents onto 

his sleigh - but then they 

meet a lost penguin who 

has never even heard of 

Christmas… This 45-minute 

family show is particularly 

suitable for 2-7 year olds and 

afterwards each child gets to 

meet Father Christmas and 

receive a specially wrapped 

present. For tickets please visit 

ww.thecoretheatresolihull.

co.uk

Back to the ‘60’s 
Party Night             
10 January, Nailcote Hall                  

Join in for a night of fun, flair, 

and funky beats as they 

transport you back to the 

fabulous 1960s with DJ Franco. 
Dust off your bell-bottom 
and put on your platform 
shoes for an evening filled 
with dancing, laughter, and 
nostalgia. Their Party Nights 
include a three-course dinner 
and DJ. For tickets visit www.
nailcotehall.co.uk

Young Voices                        
13 - 17 and 29-31 January and 
more, bp pulse LIVE (formerly 
Resorts World Arena)     
For over 29 years, Young 
Voices has been at the 
forefront in delivering an 
extraordinary concert 
experience for primary 
school children and this is 
why it isn’t just any children’s 
choir concert; it’s the largest 
children’s choir concerts in 
the world! More info: www.
bppulselive.co.uk/whats-on/
young-voices
 
Bee Gees Tribute 
Night             
15 February, Shirley British 
Legion 
Prepare for a night of 
nostalgia and timeless tunes 
as they pay homage to the 
iconic Bee Gees with their 
Bee Gees Tribute Night. Join in 
the fun at Shirley British Legion 
for an unforgettable evening 
celebrating the music and 
legacy of one of the greatest 
bands in history. Tickets from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk

community events
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FREE LISTING TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
All Solihull businesses, or those who work in the area, can claim a 
free online listing
Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk/add-a-listing/
Add your details, choose an 
upgrade option if you wish, 
and we’ll publish your details. 

It’s that simple!

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 

L ,yadot rof evi  p  worromot rof nal

W a s’tI .ykcirt eb nac secnanfi dna yenom tuoba gniklat taht esingocer e  
p nac ohw dnah no enoemos s’ereht wonk ot gnirussaer s’ti oS .cipot lanosre  
h   .smaerd ruoy esilaer dna slaog ruoy dnatsrednu ,sdeen ruoy sserdda uoy ple
 
O fo ytiruces dna htgnerts eht yb dekcab si ecivres elbahcaorppa dna yldneirf ru  
S revenehw pleh ot ereh er’ew snaem lacol gnieb ,erom s’tahW .ecalP s’semaJ .t  
y   .su deen uo

G  erom tuo dnfi dna hcuot ni te

S  devorppA PJ 0  4202/90/4 S  )32/20( 1B SD_48931PJ

L dtL gninnalP laicnaniF seni  laicnaniF eht yb detaluger dna desirohtua si hcihw( clp tnemeganaM htlaeW ecalP s’semaJ .tS ylno stneserper dna fo evitatneserpeR detnioppA na si  
C etisbew s’puorg eht no tuo tes era hcihw fo sliated erom ,secivres dna stcudorp tnemeganam htlaew s’puorg eht no ylelos gnisivda fo esoprup eht rof )ytirohtuA tcudno  
w  .sevitatneserper ecalP s’semaJ .tS ebircsed ot desu smret gnitekram era ’ecitcarP rentraP‘ dna ’rentraP‘ seltit eht dna ’pihsrentraP ecalP s’semaJ .tS‘ ehT .stcudorp/ku.oc.pjs.ww

Associate Partner PracticeM tta  L  seni
D  rotceri

0  886107 8977
m  ku.oc.ppjs@senil.tta
w  ku.oc.gninnalplaicnanfisenil.ww

L ,yadot rof evi  p  worromot rof nal

W a s’tI .ykcirt eb nac secnanfi dna yenom tuoba gniklat taht esingocer e  
p nac ohw dnah no enoemos s’ereht wonk ot gnirussaer s’ti oS .cipot lanosre  
h   .smaerd ruoy esilaer dna slaog ruoy dnatsrednu ,sdeen ruoy sserdda uoy ple
 
O fo ytiruces dna htgnerts eht yb dekcab si ecivres elbahcaorppa dna yldneirf ru  
S revenehw pleh ot ereh er’ew snaem lacol gnieb ,erom s’tahW .ecalP s’semaJ .t  
y   .su deen uo

G  erom tuo dnfi dna hcuot ni te

S  devorppA PJ 0  4202/90/4 S  )32/20( 1B SD_48931PJ

L dtL gninnalP laicnaniF seni  laicnaniF eht yb detaluger dna desirohtua si hcihw( clp tnemeganaM htlaeW ecalP s’semaJ .tS ylno stneserper dna fo evitatneserpeR detnioppA na si  
C etisbew s’puorg eht no tuo tes era hcihw fo sliated erom ,secivres dna stcudorp tnemeganam htlaew s’puorg eht no ylelos gnisivda fo esoprup eht rof )ytirohtuA tcudno  
w  .sevitatneserper ecalP s’semaJ .tS ebircsed ot desu smret gnitekram era ’ecitcarP rentraP‘ dna ’rentraP‘ seltit eht dna ’pihsrentraP ecalP s’semaJ .tS‘ ehT .stcudorp/ku.oc.pjs.ww

Associate Partner PracticeM tta  L  seni
D  rotceri

0  886107 8977
m  ku.oc.ppjs@senil.tta
w  ku.oc.gninnalplaicnanfisenil.ww



8  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements

puzzle time

cluescrossword

answer on page 14

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 14
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GET THE MOST OUT OF SOLIHULL
Looking for ideas on where to eat?
Want to know where to shop for menswear / jewellery / furniture…?
In search of a plumber / accountant / builder / solicitor…?

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk for 
a comprehensive list of shops, 
restaurants, hotels and 
businesses in Solihull.

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 
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Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

BOOK YOUR ROOF & 
GUTTER CLEANING NOW!
Our Cleaning Services:

0121 369 0070 | 07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS 
	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING

Tips for managing ‘trickier’ 
guests this festive season.

Whether its Uncle 
Gary, who prides 
himself on his radical 

honesty, or Aunty Sally who 
makes passive aggressive 
digs at your cooking, handling 
poorly behaved relatives at 
Christmas is challenging. It’s 
helpful to have a few strategies 
in your back pocket so you can 
navigate the festive season 
without strangling anyone.
Set Boundaries Early - 
Before the event set clear 
boundaries with relatives 
who may be troublesome. 

Politely express your desire 
for a peaceful holiday and 
outline any behaviours that 
might disrupt this. For example, 
let them know you’d prefer 
to avoid controversial topics 
like politics or conspiracy 
theories at the dinner table.
Redirect the Conversation 
- If things start to veer into 
uncomfortable territory, try 
steering the conversation 
towards safer, light-hearted 
topics. Ask about holiday plans, 
recent hobbies, or festive film 
recommendations. Anything 
to keep the mood light and 
avoid potential landmines.
Stay Positive - Focus on 

the enjoyable parts of the 
gathering and people who 
make you feel happy and 
relaxed. Sometimes laughter 
really is the best medicine, and 
a little holiday cheer can go 
a long way in smoothing out 
those tricky family moments.
And if all else fails, tell 
yourself it’s just one day, and 
next year you can always 
‘forget’ to invite them!

Surviving Christmas!
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0121 704 1339
www.windowfixofsolihull.co.uk

• Misted/Broken glass units
• UPVc–Door Locks/Hinges/Handles
• Windows–Locks/Hinges/Handles
• Patio Door–Tracks/Wheels
• Polycarb Roof Replacement panels
• Stockist of ULTION HIGH 
 SECURITY CYLINDERS  
• REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
 & DOORS (no job too small)

Office hours: 
10am to 3pm 

Monday to Thursday

WINDOW FIX
of

SOLIHULL
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS & INSTALLATION

LEGEND – A TRIBUTE 
TO BOB MARLEY    
31st December 2024     
LEGEND are seven great musicians and singers 
dedicated to the life and music 
of the late, great Bob Marley. 
The musicianship is �awless, with that irresistible 
reggae groove. 
Tickets from £28.50, including band, DJ and bu�et.

TYBER & PETE FROM THE 
DUALERS. 
1st May 2025   
Enjoy an evening of reggae, 
rocksteady and ska!
Tickets £21. 
 
Tickets online from 
www.landroversc.co.uk

CALL DURING OPENING HOURS TO PICK UP TICKETS FROM THE CLUB

Billsmore Green, Solihull, B92 9LN • 0121 742 5490

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Scan to book

Take the hassle out of disposing 
of your Christmas tree. Book to 
have it collected and recycled  

by your local hospice. 

Book today at birminghamhospice.org.uk/treecycling or call 0121 465 2009

In partnership with: Operating partners:
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W
ith Christmas 
approaching, 
finding the 
perfect gift 
can be a 

challenge, especially when you 
want to avoid the ubiquitous 
bubble bath and socks. Here are 
some unusual but meaningful 
Christmas gift ideas that are 
sure to delight and surprise your 
loved ones this holiday season.

Personalized Star Maps - 
These maps show the exact 
alignment of the stars on a 
significant date in the recipient’s 
life, whether it’s their birthday, an 
anniversary, or another special 
occasion. Star maps make 
for stunning wall art but also 
carry deep sentimental value. 
They serve as a reminder of a 
cherished moment, making them 
both thoughtful and unique.

Experience Gifts - Experience-
based gifts have become 
increasingly popular as most of 
us concede we own too much 
‘stuff.’ They can be tailored to 
the recipient’s interests, whether 
they’re adventure seekers or 
food lovers. For someone who 
values experiences over material 
possessions, this type of gift shows 
that you’ve thought carefully 
about what would make them 
happiest, whether that’s a 
cooking class, hot air balloon 
ride, or a wine tasting tour.

Subscription Boxes - For a 
gift that keeps giving beyond 

Christmas Day these curated 
boxes can cater to all kinds of 
hobbies and tastes. Whether your 
recipient enjoys gourmet snacks, 
skincare products, books, or 
gardening, there’s a subscription 
service for them. Subscription 
boxes add an element of surprise, 
as the recipient gets to enjoy 
their gift over time, reminding 
them of you with each delivery.

Charity Donations in Their 
Name - For those who value 
giving back, consider making 
a charitable donation in their 
name. This gift is both thoughtful 
and impactful, as it helps a 
cause that’s meaningful to 
them. Many organizations 
offer the option to send a 
personalized card or certificate, 
informing the recipient of the 
donation. Whether it’s supporting 
animal welfare, environmental 
initiatives, or community 
projects, this is a great way 
to make a difference while 
honouring someone’s values.

Customized Art Pieces – This 
could be anything from a hand-
drawn portrait of their pet, a 

family illustration, or a map of their 
favourite city. With many artists 
offering bespoke services online, 
you can find a style that perfectly 
suits the recipient’s taste. This 
kind of art is not only beautiful 
but also deeply personal, 
ensuring it will be a cherished 
keepsake for years to come.

DIY Gift Kits - These allow the 
recipient to make something 
themselves. These kits come in a 
variety of options, from making 
candles or soap to brewing 
their own beer or planting a 
mini herb garden. DIY kits are 
interactive, engaging, and 
give the recipient a sense of 
accomplishment. Plus, they can 
enjoy the finished product long 
after the holidays have passed.

Finding a gift that’s both 
unusual and thoughtful doesn’t 
have to be difficult. The key is to 
select something that reflects 
the recipient’s personality 
and interests. These gift ideas 
go beyond the ordinary, 
offering a unique way to show 
your loved ones how much 
you care this Christmas.

Christmas Gifts with a twist
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

BROUGHTON
F I R E P L AC E S  

0121 707 2306
59 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull B92 7HS
Open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm

EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN, 
BUILD, INSTALL AND SERVICING 
OF FIRES AND FIREPLACES.

WOODGLOW
F I R E P L A C E S

At Woodglow we make fireplaces to suit your requirements – any shape, any size, any style, 
any colour. We are an established family-run business that have been trading for over 20 years. 

Come and visit us at our showroom in Olton Hollow and see what we could do for you.

*£100 discount is based on £50 off a fire and £50 off a fireplace - both must be bought to quality for the £100 discount. Offer ends 31 May 2020.

Christmas Gifts with a twist
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local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton
0121 285 3883
rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk
Tim Hodgson
07507 935288
tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Maggie Allen
07956 995577
maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412
max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk
Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164
ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131
shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704
mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk
Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553
annette.mackenzie@solihull.gov.uk
Karen Grinsell
07850 026366
karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 8

Crossword Solution
from page 8

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Shirley Lions Club    0345 833 9547 
Health
NHS non-emergency   111
Solihull Hospital   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital   0121 704 1451 
Shirley Medical Centre   0121 705 1105
Park Surgery    0121 796 2777
Haslucks Medical Centre   0121 705 1105
Tanworth Lane Surgery   0121 733 6738
Council 
Solihull Council    0121 704 6000
Utilities
Electricity power cut   0800 6783 105
Gas leak     0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(supply & emergencies) 0800 783 4444 
Travel  
National Rail Enquiries  03457 48 49 50 
Network West Midlands (buses) 0345 303 6760

ADVERTISE IN 
THIS PUBLICATION

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact Zoe Reece 
on 07557 220585 / 

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 
New Year from the team at 
 Drakes Estate Agents

If you are thinking of moving in the near future 
please give us a call, or pop into our office.

01564 660950SCAN TO VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE
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