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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs 

N.Bird-front cover.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:12 AM
the shirley index

july 2022

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of shirley

www.shirleyindex.co.uk delivered FREE to 6200 homes



• DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS • ROOFS • GUTTERS • FASCIA & SOFFITS • DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

We provide patio, decking, path and driveway 
cleaning, as well as roof, gutter, fascia and 
soffit cleaning in Solihull, Knowle, Dorridge  
and the surrounding areas.

You’ll see the difference for yourself when  
you work with Solclean to clean the exterior  
of your home or business.

External Cleaning 
Specialists

0121 369 0070
 enquiries@solclean.co.uk 

 www.solclean.co.uk



• DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS • ROOFS • GUTTERS • FASCIA & SOFFITS • DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

We provide patio, decking, path and driveway 
cleaning, as well as roof, gutter, fascia and 
soffit cleaning in Solihull, Knowle, Dorridge  
and the surrounding areas.

You’ll see the difference for yourself when  
you work with Solclean to clean the exterior  
of your home or business.

External Cleaning 
Specialists

0121 369 0070
 enquiries@solclean.co.uk 

 www.solclean.co.uk



4  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements

editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 
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At the time of writing this the sky is distinctly overcast but here’s 
hoping by the time this reaches you we are firmly in Summertime! 

After all, there’s loads of great places to visit 
in the local area, which are so much more 
enjoyable if the sun’s shining. If you want 
some inspiration on what’s on in the area, 
then head to page 6 where you can find out 
about al fresco theatre and afternoon tea.   
Wishing you a great month 
ahead. Until next month,  

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

Summertime! 
Welcome to the July edition…

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



 

WHY CHOOSE US?

• Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a   
 week - here for you whenever   
 you need us.

•  One point of contact through   
 your journey with us - giving you 
 a personal  one to one service.
 

 

YOUR LOCAL 
ESTATE AGENT

Whether you are thinking of selling your home or you are fed up with 
the current agent you are using, get in touch today

0121 430 4448
enquiries@hshomesofsolihull.co.uk

h s h o m e s o f s o l i h u l l . c o . u k

h s h o m e s o f s o l i h u l l . c o . u k

HS Homes.pdf   1   13/06/22   12:13 PM
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Awful Auntie            
3 August, 7pm. Brueton Park.   
Awful Auntie by David Walliams, 
adapted for the outdoor stage 
by Heartbreak Productions, is 
a heartfelt but hilarious hoot of 
an adventure. Make sure you 
bring a blanket or chair to sit on, 
weather-appropriate gear, and a 
picnic. Call the Core Theatre Box 
Office to book on 0121 704 6962.

Solihull Producers’ 
Market              
6 August, 9am – 5pm. 
Solihull High Street.    
Discover foodie, creative, quirky, 
and artistic traders. This event 
brings together the finest food, 
drink, and art and craft producers 
from across the region.  

Afternoon Tea 
at Jacques 
Restaurant         
26 August. Knowle High Street.       
Luxurious Afternoon Tea on 
Jacques’ sun-soaked terrace. 
Gorgeous cakes, finely cut 
sandwiches & freshly baked 
scones. The perfect way to 
celebrate with friends and 
family. From £34.95. Call 
01564 39333 to book. 

Singing Together    
10 September, 7.30pm, 
Knowle Village Hall.   
The Knowle Village Hall 
Association is proud to present 
the Birmingham Canoldir Male 
Choir and the Birmingham 
Icknield Male Voice Choir 
“Singing Together”, under the 
baton of Steve Roche. Tickets 
£15 from Stephen Yeomans on 
01564 778163, Carolyn Abbott 
on 01564 779898, or from 
the Friday Coffee Morning at 
the Hall from 10am – Noon. 
The concert is being held 
in aid of the Knowle Village 
Hall Refurbishment Fund.

Comedy Night         
10 September, Knowle 
Royal British Legion.      
Featuring some fantastic 
talent with headline act 
Danny Deegan. Danny is a 
comedian, writer and actor 
who has become a regular 
at most of the major comedy 
clubs in the UK since he began 
performing in 2003. Visit 
ticketsource.co.uk for tickets.   

Take That Tribute         
17 September, Shirley 
Royal British Legion      
Take@That are one of UK’s 
leading tributes to the greatest 
British man/boy band of our 
generation. Each member 
of the band has worked 
tirelessly on recreating the 
mannerisms and harmonies 
along with the infamous 
choreographed dance routines 

that we all know and love. Visit 
ticketsource.co.uk for tickets. 

Robbie Williams        
15-16 October. Resorts 
World Arena.    
You need to hurry if you want 
to get tickets to see Robbie in 
Birmingham as the 15th has 
already sold out, so they’ve 
added in the 16th as an extra 
show! This is something you won’t 
want to miss as it celebrates 25 
years of hits. Book your tickets at 
www.resortsworldarena.co.uk

community events
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23RD - 24TH JULY 2022
T U D O R  G R A N G E  P A R K
WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

BOYZLIFE SHALAMAR

SHAGGY

DUKELEMARARTFUL DODGER

SISTER SLEDGE

BILLY OCEAN
BELINDA CARLISLE
KOOL & THE GANG

THE REAL 
THING

BAD MANNERS
DR & THE 
MEDICS

FOR TICKETS AND INFO VISIT: WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

2ND
STAGE!

2ND
STAGE!

FEATURING KENNY THOMAS

FEATURING TREVOR NELSON





S O L I C I T O R S

www.wadsworthslaw.co.uk

WADSWORTHS

Assisting the local community with their 
legal matters since 1986

SHIRLEY
325 Stratford Road

Shirley, Solihull, B90 3BL
Tel: 0121 745 8550

HENLEY
129 High Street

Henley-in-Arden, B95 5AU
Tel: 01564 337 070

TAMWORTH
16-21 Church St

Tamworth, B79 7DH
Tel: 01827 65765

Family Law
Wills
Probate 
Court of Protection
Employment 

Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Lasting Powers of 

Personal Injury
Medical Negligence

       Attorney 
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Steve Lane Cars are based in the leafy village of Tidbury Green, Solihull within easy reach of M42 
Junction 3. Our aim is to make the process of purchasing your next car as enjoyable as possible.
If we haven't the car you are looking for in stock, please call and we can locate it for you. 
We are licensed credit providers and experts in offering car and commercial finance, with 
access to the best rates from the country's leading providers.

Our success has been built on customer retention and recommendation and we are confident you will be 
impressed with the individual, professional way we conduct business.

Established 20 Years. All Usual Dealer Facilities. Open 7 Days a Week.

01564 822209  07970 901420             1 Lowbrook Lane, Solihull, B90 1QR

Summer driving can be hard on your 
car. Before hooking up your caravan 
or heading off to Cornwall make 

sure you check for potential problems.
The battery - Increased stop-start activity 
in summer traffic is hard on a battery. Add 
in a family’s worth of mobile entertainment 
devices and the sat nav and the car’s 
electrical juice can drain very quickly.
If your battery is old, consider 
replacing it before your holiday.
The tyres - Most people use cars for short trips 
only, then suddenly expect it to travel a couple 
of hundred miles to their holiday destination. 
Driving a long distance will exacerbate hidden 
tyre issues such as cracked or ageing rubber. 
Check your spare - Some cars don’t have one. 
If yours doesn’t it will have a repair kit. Its best 
to familiarise yourself with it before the journey. 

Also know that if your tyre is very damaged 
you will have to call out a tyre replacement 
service. This is where being a member of a 
breakdown service comes in very handy!
The Clutch - That slow-moving summer traffic 
is also hard on clutches. A failing clutch will 
have been noticeable for a while. It will slip or 
have a high ‘bite’. Don’t ignore these warning 
signs. Get it checked before travelling.
The Alternator - If your car’s battery light 
keeps flickering it might be a sign of your 
alternator struggling. Just like the battery this 
can be tipped into failure by slow-moving 
traffic coupled with extra devices being 
charged. You do NOT want your alternator 
to fail on your holiday because it isn’t an 
instant fix, so check it before you travel.

If your car is fully serviced and running well you 
have minimised the risk of spoiling your holiday.

Summer Car Care
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Gardens & Grounds Maintained • Domestic & Commercial • Over 20 Years’ Experience • Fully Insured

For a free, competitive quote please contact James:

Tel: 0121 603 4373 • Mob: 07538 722 640 
Email: j.tl@hotmail.co.uk

•  Lawn mowing & strimming
•  Hedge & shrub maintenance
•  Weed control
•  Hard paved maintenance, paths & 
 forecourts gritting & weed control
•  Leaf clearance
•  Moss removal

•  Litter picking & car park cleaning
•  Gutter cleaning
•  Bed & border maintenance
•  One off tidy ups
•  Snow clearance & gritting
•  Regular weekly or fortnightly visits 
 to keep on top of your garden



MANY OF OUR SYSTEMS ARE SMARTPHONE COMPATIBLE

PROTECTING YOUR PROTECTING YOUR 
HOME AND BUSINESSHOME AND BUSINESS
PROTECTING YOUR 
HOME AND BUSINESS

Keep your business safe and secure with  
Protect Security. Our dedicated team, based in 
Hollywood, are serious about security and delivering 
innovative security solutions.

Experts in Security Systems

We are committed, reliable, and deliver the very best customer service  
from repairs and maintenance to full design and installation.  
Contact us today to see how we can make your home or business more secure.

To find out more or to arrange  
a FREE QUOTATION call:

01564 660144
07521 265337

INTRUDER 
ALARMS

ACCESS 
CONTROL

CCTV 
INSTALLATION

Give yourself peace of mind  
when your building’s unoccupied

Monitor and control who  
enters your building

Track a live feed of your home  
or business, when you are away

W www.protect-security.co.uk  | E info@protect-security.co.uk
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BROUGHTON
F I R E P L AC E S  

0121 707 2306
59 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull B92 7HS
Open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm

EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN, 
BUILD, INSTALL AND SERVICING 
OF FIRES AND FIREPLACES.

WOODGLOW
F I R E P L A C E S

At Woodglow we make fireplaces to suit your requirements – any shape, any size, any style, 
any colour. We are an established family-run business that have been trading for over 20 years. 

Come and visit us at our showroom in Olton Hollow and see what we could do for you.



Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM
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puzzle time

crossword

answer on page 26

clues

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 26
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» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 07516 729156

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



Ingredients
2 aubergines
4 small courgettes
2 red peppers
4 large tomatoes
4 tbsp olive oil
2 onions, chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
½ tsp sugar
salt and freshly ground 
black pepper
small bunch basil, torn

Method
Chop the aubergines into 
chunks about 2.5cm square. 

Cut the courgettes into 
2.5cm thick slices. De-seed 
the peppers and cut these 
into bite-sized chunks.
Peel the tomatoes - score 
a cross in the base of each 
tomato and place them in 
a heatproof bowl. Pour over 
enough boiling water to cover 
and set aside for one minute. 
Drain and, when cool enough 
to handle, peel away the 
skins. Roughly chop the flesh.
Heat the oil in a flameproof 
casserole dish and add 
the chopped onions. Cook 

gently for 8-10 minutes, stirring 
occasionally, until golden-
brown and tender. Add the 
aubergines and courgettes 
and cook for 2-3 minutes. Stir 
in the peppers, garlic, sugar, 
some salt and pepper and 
half the basil and mix well. 
Cover and cook over a very 
gentle heat for 20 minutes.
Add the tomatoes to the 
pan and cook for a further 
10 minutes. Scatter the 
ratatouille with the remaining 
basil and serve with crusty 
garlic bread or Focaccia.

Preparation time - 30 mins
Cooking time - 30 mins to 1 hour
Serves - 4

RatatouilleRatatouille
The taste of summer for supper.The taste of summer for supper.

recipe time
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Golf & Social Membership - Visitors Tee Times
Plus Room Hire for all your events, small or large.

We are more than just a Golf Club

Hollywood Golf Club
www.hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

Contact Debbie for more information
Tel: 0121 430 8544 option 1 or Email: 
secretary@hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

Enjoy an evening meal with
The Kababish Restaurant at Hollywood Golf Club

Eat in or take away available 0121 430 8544 option 4
Opening Hours: Wednesday to Saturday 

5.00pm to 9.00pm  - Sunday 5.00pm to 8pm



NOW IS THE TIME TO MOVE TO  
WHEATLEY PLACE, SHIRLEY.

One and two bedroom apartments now selling off-plan

•  Exclusively for the over 70s 
•  On-site Bistro^  
•  Wellness Suite^  
•  Yoga Studio  
•  24/7 on-site staff offering support when you need it  
•  Licensed bar^  
•  Domestic Assistance

Wheatley Place, Connaught Close,  
Stratford Road, Shirley, West Midlands, B90 4GZ 

Buy from £221,950# Rent from £2,205pcm#

To book a tour of this exclusive development  
call us on 0800 153 3217  
mccarthystone.co.uk/wheatley-place

^Additional charges apply. #Prices correct at time of print. Imagery is representative and facilities vary by location.

SC
0
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3
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competition time

Win 2 tickets worth £53  
to see The Wonder of Stevie   

at Solihull’s Core Theatre 
on Wednesday 21st September 7.30pm 

COMPETITION

For your chance to win these tickets, 
sign up to the Shirley Index monthly 
e-newsletter at www.shirleyindex.com and 
the winner will be drawn at random.

Closing date for entries is 1st August 2022. 
The winner will be notified by email after this date. 
Please note there is no cash value nor exchange 
for this prize so please don’t enter if you cannot 
attend the date shown above. 
Voted one of Britain’s top soul singers, 

mesmeric vocalist Noel McCalla, award-
winning saxophonist Derek Nash, and their 
world-class live band present a diverse 
catalogue of Stevie Wonder classics, taken 
from 1970s Signed, Sealed, Delivered through 
to Talking Book, Innervisions, Songs in the Key 
of Life, and Hotter than July. Playing hit after 
hit, from the dance floor classics I Wish and 
Superstition to the beautiful arrangements 
of My Cherie Amour and Overjoyed.
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book reviews

a good read
Hamnet 
by Maggie O’Farrell
This novel is the fictional retelling 
of the life of Anne Hathaway, 
who was married to William 
Shakespeare. The bard is never 
actually named in the book, 
which forces us to concentrate 
on Anne. Shakespeare left 
no documentation about his 
personal life: if he wrote diaries, 
they are lost. This leaves O’Farrell free to use 
her imagination within an historical context.
Agnes - pronounced ‘Anyis,’ also known as Anne, 
is a farmer’s daughter, who is married for love 
to a younger man with few obvious prospects. 
She is a gifted herbalist with psychic abilities, 
whose confidence and self-assuredness marks 
her out among women of her time. He is the 
son of a bully, with a love of the intricacies of 
language and a penchant for wordy puns. 
They certainly make an unusual couple. 
O’Farrell’s novel comprises of a series of interwoven 
short stories, centring on each of the characters. 
Some of the earlier stories involve Anne’s extended 
family of in-laws, which whom the couple live 
following her first pregnancy, and her arrangements 
for her husband to seek his fortunes in London, 
while she’s pregnant with twins. In spite of their 
separation, the couple remain close until one of 
the twins, Hamnet, dies aged 11. The stories then 
centre on their shared grief and the strain this 
puts on their relationship, which culminates in him 
publishing his most famous tragedy, ‘Hamlet. 
O’ Farrell writes beautifully and if you like attention 
to historical detail coupled with elegant storytelling 
then you’ll love this book. If you prefer a spare, 
more fluid style of writing then you might find 
the going a little slow. O’ Farrell also adopts the 
trend of writing women from history as possessing 
contemporary traits. I didn’t find this an issue, but I 
can imagine purists wondering if Anne really would 
have been quite as liberated as she’s written here. 
A wonderful read for history-lovers 
with a satisfying ending.

Through the Mirror Door
by Sarah Baker
Books like ‘The Lion, the Witch & 
the Wardrobe’ ‘The Secret Garden’ 
and ‘The Ghosts of Motley Hall’ 
are timeless children’s novels 
which immerse the reader in 
another world. This was Sarah 
Baker’s entry into this particular 
genre of children’s literature, 
and it doesn’t disappoint.
Angela is orphaned and living 
in foster care when she’s invited on a family 
holiday with a distant aunt. Whisked away to 
crumbling manor house in France, she’s bullied 
by her cousins, Kitty and Fliss. Angela feels 
isolated and lonely in the spooky house until she 
discovers Julien who becomes her only friend. 
But Julien is in danger, and she has to keep him 
a secret. His life is at stake, and Angela is the only 
person who can save him. As Angela races against 
time to save her friend, she also has to cope with 
the nefarious plans of her aunt and cousins.
This delightful, spookily dark story is ultimately 
an uplifting tale about the power of friendship. 
And it has a nice twist at the end too.



26  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements

ad index

Builders’ Merchants 
13  EH Smith  0121 713 7100
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10  Steve Lane Cars  01564 822209  

Care services 
16  Lady Katherine Housing 
 & Care  01564 772415

Cleaning Services 
2  Sol Clean  0121 369 0070

Estate Agents 
5  HS Homes  0121 430 4448
28  smarthomes  0121 744 4144 

Events 
7  Solihull Summer Fest  0121 472 6688

Fires and Fireplaces 
15  Woodglow Broughton  0121 707 2306

Gardens and Drives  
11  Jay’s Garden Services  07538 722 640
14 Projects  07961 358367
18  Drives 4 U  07773 911552
20 Central Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 702 1456
27  Solihull Tree Care  0121 604 6809

Graphic and Website Design 
24 Hot Lobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health and wellness 
8  Woodrush Hub  01564 820 099
18  Denture Clinic 
 Birmingham  0121 777 5528

Heating 
15 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
 & Heating  01564 200119

Kitchens 
3  Dream Doors  0121 744 8974 

Plumbing
15 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
 & Heating  01564 200119

Property 
22  Wheatley Place  0800 153 3217

Restaurants 
21  Hollywood Golf Club  0121 430 8544

Roofing 
1 N Bird & Son  0800 195 6946
11  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461

Security 
12  Protect Security  01564 660144

Solicitors 
9  Wadsworths  0121 745 8550

local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton

0121 285 3883

rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk

Tim Hodgson

07507 935288

tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk

Maggie Allen

07956 995577

maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin

07881 632412

max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk

Andy Hodgson

07412 041 164

ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk

Shahin Ashraf

07779 358131

shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker

0121 733 1704

mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk

Annette Mackenzie

07890 062553

annette.mackenzie@solihull.
gov.uk

Karen Grinsell

07850 026366

karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 17

Crossword Solution
from page 17



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM



sales  •  new homes  •  land  •  commercial  •  mortgages  •  auction
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with smarthomes
Be market ready

smarthomes
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