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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs 
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the shirley index
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a community magazine and business directory
for residents of shirley
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When a family is thinking about care for a loved one, they want the 
best - they want to know that the care home they choose will put 
their loved one’s safety, happiness and wellbeing first.

Blossomfield Grange is managed by award-

winning provider Care UK - one of the UK’s most 

highly successful care home operators* with 

over 40 years’ experience of delivering high 

quality care to older people.

Blossomfield Grange stands out from other 

care homes with its large apartment-style living 

and luxury facilities. The home offers a choice 

between two room types, each with their own 

ensuite bathrooms, private dining areas and 

kitchenettes. Our one bed suites are ideal for 

individuals, whilst our companion suites offer 

an additional room, perfect for couples to enjoy 

as an extra living area.

Living at Blossomfield Grange is all about 

quality of life, and we offer tailored care both 

for residential residents, as well as those living 

with dementia on our specialist memory care 

floor. All residents are supported to continue 

to enjoy lifelong hobbies and make new friends, 

from music sessions to quizzes, while dancing, 

exercise classes, yoga and gardening support 

residents to stay fit and active. 

Blossomfield Grange is designed with signage, 

colour schemes, soft furnishings and floor 

coverings all chosen to create a calm and 

accessible home from home. The dementia suite 

also includes extra items to aid reminiscence 

and create a sensory and engaging space. We 

also have our own café/bistro, hair salon and 

large established gardens, enabling all residents 

to enjoy a fulfilling lifestyle. 

Blossomfield Grange care home
1 Worcester Way (Off Dog Kennel Lane), 
Solihull B90 4JX
0121 756 2162
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

*As rated by the Care Quality Commission in England and the Care Inspectorate in Scotland.

Quality care in Solihull you can trust
Advertising Feature

Join us for our next event

Knit and natter 
coffee morning
Last Monday of every month, 
11am - 12 noon 
Come along to our monthly session 
alongside residents at Blossomfield Grange. 
Take part in learning and sharing new skills 
while enjoying complimentary freshly baked 
cakes and coffee or tea. With the guidance 
of our activities team, whether you’re an 
expert or just starting out, it’s a perfect 
opportunity to create your own knitted 
items, try other arts and crafts, chat to new 
people, and discover new hobbies.
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Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation.

ROOFING AND BUILDING SOLUTIONS

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Built on trust and reliability, we have been 
in the roofing business for over 30 years

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Christmas will be just around the corner by 
the time this reaches you. So here’s hoping 
you’re all stocked up with goodies and gifts 
to see you through the festive season. 

It can be the most wonderful time of the year, but it 
can also be the loneliest. If you have time why not try 
reaching out to any local people who live on their 
own to see if they’d like a cup of tea and a chat. 
However you spend your Christmas, here’s 
hoping you have a lovely time and wishing 
you all a happy and healthy 2024. 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

Christmas is 
coming
Wishing you all a very  
merry Christmas. 
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EMERGENCY PLUMBING CALL OUT
CARD PAYMENTS ACCEPTED

QUICK RESPONSE WITHIN THE HOUR!

• Plumbing & heating • Radiators & controls 
• Bathroom installation & tiling • Leaks, taps, sinks 

• Burst, overflow pipes • Electric showers 
• Immersion heaters • Blocked sinks, toilet repairs 

• Vented, unvented cylinders 
• Boiler repairs & installation

07440 753962
info@idealplumbingservices.co.uk      www.idealplumbingservices.co.uk

CHRISTMAS
TREECYCLING

13 and 14 January

We’ll collect and 
recycle your real
Christmas tree in

exchange for a 
donation. 

Book today at birminghamhospice.org.uk/treecycling
or call 0121 465 2009

Scan to book



local events
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Autosport 
International           
11-14 January, NEC, 
Birmingham   
Autosport International is 

Europe’s biggest motorsport 

show. Join thousands of 

motorsport and automotive 

trade professionals 

and enthusiasts. The 

Motorsport Show forms 

the centrepiece with stars 

and cars from all levels of 

motorsport on display. www.

thenec.co.uk/whats-on/

autosport-international/

Rob Olton 
as Tribute to 
Elton John              
19 January, The 
Lake at Barston            
This Elton John tribute act 
plays homage to the great 
man by performing classics 
like Rocket Man and I’m 
Still Standing through to 
Candle in the Wind, Can 

You Feel the Love Tonight 

and Your Song. Sporting 

his unmistakable glasses 

and flamboyant outfits, 

this Elton tribute act 

truly offers an authentic 

performance that will leave 

guests captivated. www.

thelakeatbarston.co.uk.

Agatha Christie’s 
Murder On 
The Nile                   
19-21 January, The 
Core Theatre Solihull      
Harlequinade are thrilled 

to present one of Agatha 
Christie’s most intriguing 
murder mysteries, set in 
the exotic location of a 
boat on the river Nile. Fatal 
circumstances await when 
the idyllic surroundings are 
shattered by a shocking 
and brutal murder. For 
tickets call 0121 704 6962. 

Tribute to 
Whitney Houston 
with Nya King    
26 January, Nailcote Hall            
‘Without a doubt, the 
unprecedented replica 
of the voice of Whitney 
Houston. The incredible Nya 
King brings her amazing Soul 
and R&B style to pay tribute 
to this wonderful lady.’ Party 
night includes 3 course 
meal, live entertainment 
and an after-show DJ. 
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

Learn to dance 
in a day      
17 February, Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club         
Take a look at Donahey’s 
fabulous 1-day Ballroom 
Dancing Lessons, designed 
with the absolute beginner 
in mind. In this 4-hour 
workshop you’ll receive 
expert tuition in some of 
the most popular Ballroom 
& Latin dances. www.
donaheys.co.uk/classes/
learn-to-dance-in-a-day/

community events
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Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

BROUGHTON
F I R E P L AC E S  

0121 707 2306
59 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull B92 7HS
Open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm

EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN, 
BUILD, INSTALL AND SERVICING 
OF FIRES AND FIREPLACES.

WOODGLOW
F I R E P L A C E S

At Woodglow we make fireplaces to suit your requirements,
any shape, any size, any style, any colour. We are an established 
family-run business that have been trading for over 20 years. 

Come and visit us at our showroom in Olton Hollow 
and see what we could do for you.

Broughton Fireplaces-V3.pdf   1   21/09/2023   13:40



book review

9  

a good read By Natasha Donovan

The Girl Who Saved Christmas
by Matt Haig
Matt Haig weaves a whimsical, heartwarming 
tale that blends magic, adventure, and a 
potent message about the power of hope. 
Written as a follow-up to A Boy Called 
Christmas, the story easily stands on its own, 
inviting readers into a Victorian world where 
the magic of Christmas is threatened, and 
only a young girl’s belief can restore it.

Amelia is an ordinary girl with an extraordinary 
heart. Living in Victorian London, she faces the 
kind of adversity that could easily douse her 
Christmas spirit. Yet her unwavering belief catches 
the attention of Father Christmas. When trolls, 
elves, and a festive calamity put Christmas in 
jeopardy, Amelia’s hope becomes the beacon 
that might save the holiday for everyone.

Haig’s language is imaginative and touching, 

weaving a rich tapestry 
of fantasy elements with 
real human emotions. His 
portrayal of Victorian London 
is atmospheric, juxtaposing 
the city’s grimy reality with 
the luminous world of festive 
magic. Amelia’s character 
development throughout 
the story is poignant, and readers will be 
rooting for her every step of the way.

The illustrations by Chris Mould further 
enhance the narrative, bringing Haig’s world 
to life and adding visual depth to the prose.

In The Girl Who Saved Christmas, Haig reminds 
readers young and old of the enduring magic 
of belief and the strength to be found in hope. 
It’s a delightful, touching read that deserves 
to become a modern Christmas classic.

650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

 

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
 

Emergency
Response

time!

 guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761
We work in
Shirley, Shelly Green,
Cheswick Green,
Earlswood & all
surrounding areas



When I hear the words 
‘Christmas Number 1’ 
I think about Slade’s 

glam rock classic Merry Xmas 
Everybody (1973) or Fairytale 
of New York (1987) or even 
Cliff Richard’s Mistletoe and 
Wine (1988). But over the years 
some…erm…less conventional 
songs have also made it to 
the top of the festive charts.

Like Ernie (The Fastest Milkman 
in the West) by Benny Hill (1971): 
An innuendo-heavy ditty of a 
milkman who falls in love with 
a widowed customer and later 
fatally succumbs to a pork-pie-
wielding love rival in a dairy-
versus-baked-goods duel.

Or Mr Blobby by Mr Blobby 
(1993), a novelty song created 
as part of a character on the 
show Noel’s House Party, and 
which became a surprise hit.

And talking about TV shows, 
Bob the Builder got in on 
the act with his eponymous 
song Bob the Builder (2000)

Probably the most 
unconventional Christmas chart 
topper though was Killing in the 

Name by the American band 
Rage Against the Machine 
(2009), some 17 years after its 
original release. It was adopted 
by a Facebook campaign 
and promoted heavily with the 
ultimately successful goal of 
blocking X Factor’s winner Joe 
McElderry from claiming the top 
spot. It was also the first song to 
reach the Christmas number 
one through downloads alone.

The 2023 Official Christmas 
Number 1 will be announced 
on Friday, December 22. The 
full Christmas Top 40 will be 
counted down on BBC Radio 
1’s The Official Chart with 
Jack Saunders from 4pm.

And the Christmas Number One is…

useful info



Call today to book your FREE no obligation 
in-home design consultation
0121 227 2568

Visit our showroom
1 Oxhill Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 1LR 
bathingmobility.co.uk

ACCESSIBLE BATHROOMS 
SHOWER & WET ROOMS

� Expert Mobility 
Advice 

� High-quality fixtures, 
fitting and finish

� Interest Free 
Credit*

WITH INSTALLATION FULLY MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH

* Credit is subject to status and affordability.  Terms and conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct Authority.  Bathing Mobility Advisory Service Limited, FCA Register no. 819781 is an 

appointed representative of Mobility Bathing Group Limited, Unit 20-21 Padgets Lane, Redditch. B98 0RA, 

FCA Register No. 673828. Credit is provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC 

Capital UK PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register No. 704348).
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puzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 14

0121 369 0070 
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

Book your Roof  
& Gutter Cleaning NOW
Our Cleaning Services:

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

	 MOSS REMOVAL 
	 LEAF REMOVAL 
	 GUTTER CLEANING 
	 ROOFS

	 PATIOS 
	 DRIVEWAYS 
	 STONEWORK 
	 FASCIAS & SOFFITS

YOUR LOCAL EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West 
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional, 

reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote
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local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton
0121 285 3883
rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk
Tim Hodgson
07507 935288
tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Maggie Allen
07956 995577
maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412
max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk
Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164
ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131
shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704
mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk
Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553
annette.mackenzie@solihull.gov.uk
Karen Grinsell
07850 026366
karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 12

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact Zoe Reece 
on 07557 220585 / 

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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0121 430 4448 / 07926 974 734
enquiries@hshomesofsolihull.co.uk
www.hshomesofsolihull.co.uk

h s h o m e s o f s o l i h u l l . c o . u k

My name is Fran, and I am the owner of HS Homes. 
I pride myself on customer satisfaction and great customer service as you 

will see from my ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ - 5-starGoogle reviews.
I offer 24-hour support and a personal 1 to 1 service throughout.

I have buyers who are 
actively looking for new 
properties in Shirley, B90.

For your COMPLIMENTARY 
step by step home staging 
guide along with a tailored 
action plan to help 
you get your home ready 
for the market, 
contact me

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR 
HOME AFTER CHRISTMAS?


